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DESCRIPTION
The transition to a carbon-neutral future requires a significant 
shift in energy production and storage. Hydrogen, a clean and 
versatile fuel, has the potential to play a crucial role in the 
transition to a low-carbon economy. However, the storage of 
hydrogen remains a significant challenge due to its low density 
and high reactivity. One promising approach to address this 
challenge is the use of geological porous media for hydrogen 
storage.

Geological porous media, such as depleted oil and gas reservoirs, 
aquifers, and salt caverns, have long been used for the storage of 
natural gas, petroleum, and other hydrocarbons. These porous 
media are naturally occurring rock formations that contain 
interconnected pores and fractures, which can store fluids and 
gases. When injected with hydrogen, these porous media can 
trap the gas and prevent its escape.

One of the most promising forms of hydrogen storage in 
geological porous media is through adsorption. Adsorption 
involves the binding of gas molecules to the surface of solid 
materials, such as activated carbon, metal-organic frameworks, 
and zeolites. These materials have high surface areas and can 
adsorb large quantities of hydrogen, providing a means of storing 
hydrogen at high densities.

Geological porous media can be used as a host for these 
adsorbent materials. The porous structure of the geological 
media provides a large surface area for the adsorbent material to 
adhere to. The adsorbent material can be injected into the 
porous media, and the hydrogen gas can then be introduced into 
the system. The hydrogen will be adsorbed onto the surface of 
the adsorbent material, effectively storing the gas within the 
porous media.

Another promising approach for hydrogen storage in geological 
porous media is through the use of hydrogen in a chemical form. 
One example is the storage of hydrogen as methane or other 
hydrocarbons. Methane is a stable compound that can be stored

in geological porous media, much like natural gas. The methane
can then be converted back to hydrogen when needed through a
process called steam reforming.

Geological porous media can also be used for the storage of
hydrogen as hydrides. Hydrides are compounds that contain
hydrogen and one or more other elements, such as lithium or
magnesium. These compounds can store hydrogen at high
densities and can be formed through the reaction of hydrogen
with the host material. The hydrides can then be stored in
geological porous media until the hydrogen is needed, at which
point the hydrides can be heated to release the hydrogen gas.

One advantage of using geological porous media for hydrogen
storage is that these formations are already well-characterized for
their geological properties, such as permeability, porosity, and
reservoir pressure. This knowledge can be used to optimize the
storage of hydrogen within the porous media. Additionally,
many of these formations are already used for the storage of
natural gas, petroleum, and other hydrocarbons, making the
infrastructure for hydrogen storage already in place.

There are, however, some challenges associated with the use of
geological porous media for hydrogen storage. One challenge is
the potential for hydrogen leakage from the porous media. To
prevent leakage, the geological formations must be carefully
selected and monitored to ensure that they have the appropriate
properties for hydrogen storage. Additionally, the adsorbent
materials used for hydrogen storage must be carefully designed to
minimize the potential for hydrogen leakage.

Another challenge is the need to develop efficient and cost-
effective methods for the injection and extraction of hydrogen
from the porous media. The injection and extraction of
hydrogen must be carefully controlled to prevent the
destabilization of the porous media or the loss of the stored
hydrogen. The use of geological porous media for hydrogen
storage is a promising approach that could help to facilitate the
transition to a low-carbon economy. With careful planning and
design, the geological formations can be optimized.
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