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ABOUT THE STUDY
Bone marrow transplantation, also known as Hematopoietic 
Stem Cell Transplantation (HSCT), is a medical procedure that 
involves the replacement of damaged or diseased bone marrow 
with healthy stem cells. This sophisticated intervention has 
proven to be a lifesaving treatment for various conditions, including 
certain cancers, genetic disorders, and autoimmune diseases. To 
comprehend the significance of bone marrow transplantation, it 
is essential to delve into its mechanism and the underlying 
principles that make it an effective therapeutic option. The bone 
marrow, found within the cavities of bones, plays a crucial role in 
the production of blood cells. Hematopoietic Stem Cells (HSCs), 
located in the bone marrow, are responsible for generating red 
blood cells, white blood cells, and platelets. In diseases like 
leukemia, lymphoma, and aplastic anemia, the bone marrow's 
normal functioning is compromised. This is where bone marrow 
transplantation comes into play.

Types of bone marrow transplantation

There are two main types of bone marrow transplantation: 
Autologous and allogeneic.

Autologous transplantation: In an autologous transplant, the 
patient's own stem cells are collected before undergoing high-
dose chemotherapy or radiation therapy. Once the treatment is 
complete, the preserved stem cells are infused back into the 
patient's bloodstream to restore the damaged bone marrow.

This type of transplantation is commonly used in treating 
diseases like multiple myeloma and certain lymphomas.

Allogeneic transplantation: It involves using stem cells from a 
donor, typically a sibling or unrelated matched donor. Before the 
transplant, the patient undergoes conditioning therapy, which 
may include chemotherapy and/or radiation, to eliminate 
diseased cells and make room for the incoming donor cells.

The donor stem cells are then infused into the patient's 
bloodstream, where they migrate to the bone marrow and begin 
producing healthy blood cells.

Mechanism of bone marrow transplantation

The success of bone marrow transplantation lies in the ability 
of hematopoietic stem cells to repopulate the bone marrow and

reestablish normal blood cell production. The process can be 
broken down into several key steps:

Conditioning therapy: Before transplanting donor cells, the 
patient undergoes conditioning therapy, which involves high-
dose chemotherapy and/or radiation.

The aim is to eradicate the diseased cells in the bone marrow, 
suppress the patient's immune system, and create space for the 
incoming donor cells.

Harvesting stem cells: For autologous transplants, the patient's 
own stem cells are collected before the start of conditioning 
therapy. This is usually done through apheresis, a process where 
blood is drawn, stem cells are separated, and the remaining 
blood components are returned to the patient.

In allogeneic transplants, stem cells are harvested from a donor 
through a similar apheresis process or by aspirating bone marrow 
directly from the donor's pelvic bones.

Infusion of stem cells: Once the conditioning therapy is 
completed, the harvested stem cells are infused into the patient's 
bloodstream through a central venous catheter.

The infused cells navigate to the bone marrow, where they begin 
to proliferate and differentiate into the various types of blood 
cells the body needs.

Engraftment: It is the process by which transplanted stem cells 
establish themselves in the recipient's bone marrow and start 
producing healthy blood cells.

Monitoring blood counts and other clinical indicators helps 
healthcare professionals assess the success of engraftment.

Bone marrow transplantation is a complex but transformative 
medical procedure that offers hope and healing to individuals 
facing life-threatening blood disorders.

Understanding the mechanism of bone marrow transplantation 
sheds light on the intricate processes involved in replacing 
damaged or dysfunctional bone marrow with healthy stem cells.

As medical advancements continue, the refinement of 
transplantation techniques and expansion of donor pools 
contribute to the increasing success rates and broader 
accessibility of this life-saving intervention.
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