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DESCRIPTION

Advances in technology have simplified the way people complete
various professional tasks. Many professionals rely on different
types of software to manage their workloads more efficiently.
Also, a computer depends software and hardware
components to function properly and run smoothly. Utility
software is system software that helps maintain the proper and
smooth functioning of any computer system. It supports the

on

operating system in managing, organizing, maintaining, and
optimizing the functionality of the computer system. Based on
function, utility software is classified into various types such as
antivirus, file management system, compression tool, disk
management tool, disk cleanup tool, disk defragmenter, backup
utility, etc. This software usually consists of small programs
provided as part of the operating system. These can usually be
accessed through a computer's control panel, control center,
settings, or system preferences.

Utility software includes all systems and programs on a computer
system that maintain its functionality. This type of software also
supports the computer's infrastructure, unlike application
software which performs tasks for the benefit of the user.
Ultilities that perform functions or that they replace may require
permission from an elevated user on the computer. This software
comes with an operating system such as Windows Defender, and
Windows Disk Cleanup tool. Some examples of utility software
are disk defragmenter, system profiler, network manager,
application launcher, antivirus software, backup software, disk
repair, disk cleaner, registry cleaner, disk space analyzer, file
manager, file compression, and data security. Additionally, the
operating system includes numerous utilities for managing drives,
printers, and other devices. In general, these programs help users
make and run their computers better. It is also used for password
protection, memory management, antivirus, and file compression
to efficiently manage all computer functions, resources, and files.

Utilities differ from applications primarily in size, complexity,
ease of use, and functionality. Most importantly, it is a utility
used by users with more technical and advanced computer skills.
In contrast, application software is simple and can be used by users

with little or no technical knowledge. Ultility software performs

specific tasks such as virus detection, installation and
uninstallation, data backup, and unnecessary file removal.
Types of utility software

Antivirus software: Viruses are malicious files that infect

computer hardware and software. Antivirus software monitors
the files that enter into a computer's drives to detect the presence
of threats of concern. This type of utility regularly scans all files
and discards any malicious files that may be lurking in a
computer or causing problems.

File management system: This software is used to manage files
stored in the file system and also it can be used to create group
files like Windows, File Explorer, and File Management Tool.
The former is a data structure used to store files in the operating
system while later performing tasks on files stored in the file
system.

Compression tools: Computers have a certain amount of storage
space where you can store files and programs. If the file is
particularly large, the user can use a compression tool to
compress the file to a smaller size and use less disk space.
Compressing a file can make the contents stored in the file
inaccessible. If the user needs to open the file in its original
format, the computer's decompression tool will perform this
function.

Disk management tools: Disk Management is a utility first
introduced in Windows XP as a replacement for the disk
command. It allows the user to view or manage the drives
installed in a computer and the partitions associated with those
drives. Disk Management is used to manage the drives installed
on the computer, such as hard drives and flash drives.

Disk cleanup tool: Disk Cleanup helps users to clean up space
on the system's hard drive and removes unnecessary files from
the system.

Hard disk defragmenter: This utility helps reduce fragmentation
and slow down access speeds. Defragmentation means sorting
files and storing them in contiguous locations and it saves time
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reading files and writing files to disk. Examples of disk
defragmenters include Perfect Disk and Deflaggler.

Backup utility: Backup utility software helps the user to make
copies of databases, files, and documents. A backup program
stores information so that users can restore their files if they are
lost or stolen. This type of utility software can also help improve
system performance.
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Computers rely heavily on utility software to manage the
operation of various programs and functions.

The health of a computer's hard drive is a major factor in
determining the computer's overall health and the difference
between data loss and data protection. This utility software
benefits the computer by making sure it is optimized to work
with the material storage device.
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