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EDITORIAL NOTE

The problem of climate variability is viewed as one of the greatest 
challenges facing humanity manifested in the form of variation 
in amount and distribution of rainfall and temperature as well as 
extreme weather leading to droughts and flooding, among others. 
The objectives are to assess the current climate variability and 
identify climate related hazards, examine the impact of climate 
variability on livestock rearing, assess pastoralists’ response to 
the impact of climate variability and analyse factors affecting 
pastoralists’ decision to adopt and implement various adaptation 
strategies to the impact of climate variability.

Pastoralism is the most dominant livelihood system in the Woreda, 
wandering through the desert and living on the meat, milk and 
blood of their camels. Some households engage in trading activity. 
There are few agro pastoralists who used to practice both livestock 
rearing and crop farming. Genale-Dawa River is the main source 
of water for their livestocks. Milk and milk products are the main 
sources of food items for the community. Mandera is the main 
regional livestock market for centre both neighbouring Somalia 
and Ethio-Somali. Camels are sold both in Kenya and Somalia 
depending on the prevailing prices. During severe drought, 
households send their animals to distant areas such as Rhamu, 
Kenya or Somalia. Due to prolonged and recurrent droughts the 
number of cattle and goats are decreasing from time to time.

Livestock diversification, seeking relief food, income diversification, 
harvesting rain water, growing pasture by using irrigation, getting 
veterinary service, shifting from pastoral life to agro pastoral, and 
selling livestock. However, there were also many constraints that 
hinder the pastoralists from implementing adaptation strategies 
to reduce damages. These were lack of skills to implement the 

strategies, lack of climate related information, lack of sufficient 
financial resources and lack of awareness on climate variability 
issues.

Based on the findings it is recommended that climate information 
should be considered as resource pastoralist communities in the 
Woreda and should be incorporated with other extension services 
to reduce climate related risk in the pastoralist area. Livestock 
counting should also be conducted within time periods less than a 
year; such as monthly or quarterly counts. More effort also needs 
to be put in educating pastoralists on climate variability and how it 
impacts on their resources of pasture and water as well to increase 
knowledge on effects of climate variability on livestock production 
and to ensure appropriate management practices and better 
adaptation options. Developing effective pastoralist early warning 
system and delivery of effective climate information service is 
crucial. This early warning system should be integrated with the 
extension system so that pastoralists can get proper and timely 
climatic information and advices. There should be a mechanism 
through which pastoralists are informed about the coming weather 
problems and what they can do to minimize the effect.

The rainy seasons are decreasing, this requires adoption with 
rearing drought tolerant animals like Camels and able to harvest 
rain water during the rain time since drought is the most frequently 
occurring climate related risk in the pastoralist area. Pastoralist 
should diversify their income or economic activities which can 
help them to minimize the risks of climatic disasters. For instance 
livestock milk production during drought is declined and even 
when animals become sick due to several disease milk productions 
is going off. Improving access to external inputs such as improved 
seeds, fertilizer and tools, creating good internal and external 
livestock market linkages will be very important for pastoralists.
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