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DESCRIPTION
The Greek words "amphi," which means "double," and "bios," 
which means "life," are used as the names of these groups. The 
fact that many amphibians are biphasic—meaning they are born 
as aquatic larvae and must go through a significant 
metamorphosis process to become terrestrial adults—is being 
discussed here. Even though this is a typical (and ancestral) 
situation in amphibians, various growth and development 
strategies have repeatedly developed in this class.

Amphibians are a very diverse group of some species, like the 
microhylid frogs of New Guinea, are so tiny that they can fit on 
the tip of a finger. Others, like the enormous Chinese 
Salamander, are enormous and can reach lengths of almost four 
feet. Additionally, they exhibit a significant deal of variability in 
their daily routines, physical characteristics, and internal 
physiology. Despite the fact that amphibians are extremely 
diverse animals, their comparatively delicate skin makes them 
particularly vulnerable to environmental pollutants. They can 
therefore serve as highly accurate bioindicators of the health of 
an ecosystem.

Types of amphibians

Anura: Frogs and toads are found in anurans. Generally 
speaking, frogs and toads are amphibians with short torsos, no 
tails as adults, and lengthy hind legs that move in a hop-like 
manner. The calls of many anurans can be used to identify the 
species. Tadpoles are the juvenile forms of biphasic frogs and 
toads, which have a morphology very different from that of their 
terrestrial adults. Some species are direct developers, which 
means that they produce small, terrestrial juveniles that closely 
resemble the adults at birth. For instance, toads frequently lay 
eggs that develop into little toadlets.

Caudata: Salamanders and newts are classified as caudates, or 
urodeles. Salamanders have a wide range of life styles, including 
paedomorphic, biphasic, and direct-developing ones.

Characteristics of amphibians

Like  every  other  animal  group,  amphibians  have  distinctive 
characteristics that are specific to their categorization.

External egg fertilization: Amphibians can reproduce without 
mating because their clear, jelly-like eggs can be released at any 
time. Their eggs are later fertilised in place of this. Amphibians 
metamorphose to a degree that goes beyond this state.

Grows 4 legs as an adult: With a few notable exceptions, most 
amphibians have four legs. They still need a damp habitat, 
according to scientists, which is likely due to their evolution 
from lobe-finned fish.

Cold-blooded: The amphibian is cold-blooded, matching its 
internal temperature to the ambient temperature, just like 
reptiles and fish do. These animals do this to protect their 
bodies from the effects of their surroundings.

Carnivorous appetite: Even though the typical frog or 
salamander might not enjoy eating big game, every amphibian is 
a carnivore. If it is small enough, anything that they can swallow 
will serve as their meal. Even mice will be eaten by some toad 
species.

Primitive lungs: Their lungs alter as a result of the evolution 
that happens to all amphibians during metamorphosis. When 
the animal is an adult, they enable direct skin-to-air breathing, 
but while the animal is a juvenile, they must serve as gills.

Lives on water and land: Amphibians begin their lives in the 
water when they are born. However, they have evolved naturally 
to live mostly on land. These animals requires a moist 
environment, whether they are on land or in the water.

Vertebrates: No matter how little its origins, every single 
amphibian has a backbone. This backbone is initially made of 
cartilage and changes as the rest of the organs do.

CONCLUSION
Amphibia is the recognised subclass of amphibians. Amphibians 
are cold-blooded, water-dependent animals that  spend  time  on 
both land and in the water. While other animals can only exist 
on land or in water, frogs have the special capacity  to  survive  
in both environments. Over 6,000 different species of  
amphibians exist in the world, but frogs make up about 90% of 
them.  
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