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Touring vs. Traveling
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I have seen much of this planet’s land surfaces. To date I have been
a visitor to 80 countries. Everyone has engendered unique memories.
Some of the people and places I encountered at each destination
confirmed and honed my preconceptions of them but most have
provided unanticipated vivid exchanges and vistas that have given me
an ever-enlarging trove of lasting impressions. With each trip abroad,
my comprehension of the world in its human and natural variety has
grown apace.

Yet the means by which those trips are organized with respect to the
marshaling of time, the management of uncertainty and inconvenience
and the imposed structure of social ability towards and with those on
the journey with you can be assigned to two discrete categories-tourism
or travel. Each has its virtues and constraints. Hence each should be
seen as being governed and assessed by specific rules of engagement
encompassing distinct capabilities, restrictions and risks. One should
not presume touring to be a special form of travel nor should travel
be considered as a unique subgroup of guided excursions. They are
fundamentally different in the contexts by which the situations of being
away from home can be experienced.

Touring imposes a structured program in which most of the
arrangements are typically part of a comprehensive package often
paid for in advance. For the most part, daily activities as well as bed
and board are also known beforehand. Sightseeing in most tours is
similarly predetermined. And even if free time intervals are permitted,
they are often of short duration. Hence “independent discovery”, on
a tour is difficult to achieve. On the other hand, unpleasant issues are
mediated and often mitigated by a tour supervisor. Opportunities for
enjoyment within the constraints of the mandated events of the day can
be expected but little is left to chance at least in regard to the dictates
of the itinerary.

For the inexperienced, the timid, and those with physical
limitations, a tour allows one to visit alluring locations without dealing
with encumbering or even frightening hassles. But like everything else
in life, there is a balance. The format of a tour restricts freedom even
as it enables access, promotes camaraderie with fellow tourists and
ensures safety for all. On a tour one can see the sights one has longed
to gaze upon. One can listen to the words of a foreign language and
hear as well the non-verbal sounds that help distinguish a particular
locality. One can also sample the native cuisine on site and purchase
local products at their source. Yet the tour routine gives little chance to
“touch” upon, both physically and metaphorically, the characteristics
of a place because more intensive interactions are constrained by the
exigencies of the schedule. The experience then is incomplete. You can
witness the scene but not situate yourself within it.

On the other hand, travel dispenses with the rigors of a fixed
schedule and replaces it with the rigors of self-reliance. Travel demands
mingling with the local populace in order at the very least find a place
to sleep, to secure something to eat and to gain familiarity with the
indigenous transportation system in order to get around. If you are
a traveler you are often faced with the challenge to communicate
with those who do not speak your language or you theirs. Travel is
undertaken most often with incomplete and often scant knowledge of
the rhythms of life and commerce of a country or city. And it places one

in jeopardy possibly to be cheated or to be inconvenienced by bad food
or bad people. So the element of danger lurks in the background to a
traveler and the likelihood of surprise is an ever present consideration.

Yet compared with touring, the rewards can be greater. The chance
to make new acquaintances and with them shared experiences is a key
consequence of traveling. An improvised roster of activities is likely
to frame the traveler’s day. Choice given free rein is what guides the
outlook of a traveler. But it is usually not “smooth sailing” all the time.

A definition of travel, I wish I thought of, but one I like to repeat
is that it is discomfort recollected at leisure. You are more likely to
be discomfited if you travel than if you tour. Yet the angst or pain
of the moment will recede over time while the “charm” of the event
will increase in pleasure with each retelling of a thrilling or harrowing
encounter. And of course the content of the event will, let us say, evolve
through its repeated verbalizing as the recurring narrative matures to
highlight some details and excludes others. A traveler’s adventures are
more apt to be retained in sharp focus in one’s anecdote bin than would
be a remembrance of the components of an impression made while on
tour. In that setting, recollection is more often diffuse, instilling a sense
of the ambience of a place rather than depicting a particular event in
which the visitor is an engaged participant.

Both forms of journeying have their virtues and their drawbacks.
Sometimes a tour is a tonic for those needing a pleasant, stress-
relieving experience whereas travel would be too much of a risk or
a bother. At other times, the exuberance of depending on your wits
and your whims, which is the essence of travel, can satisfy the quest
for adventure. Nonetheless we should be reassured to know that both
options are available in many formats and at various costs. Even today
much of the world is accessible to tourists and travelers alike, probably
more than ever before, despite the proliferation of danger zones around
the world [1-7].

References

1. Rivoli S (2004) Travels with Baby.
Brooke (2000) Brooke vs. the World.
Lauren O’Farrell (2008) Purl Interrupted.
Debby (2007) Tea, Sugar, a Dream.

Anja Mutic (2000) Ever the Nomad.

Tom Stanely (2010) America in 100 Days.

N o o~ w0 DN

Kerrin Rousset (2008) MyKugelhopf.

*Corresponding author: Stephen R Baker, Department of Radiology, Rutgers
University, New Jersey Medical School, USA, Tel: 973-972-5188; E-mail:
bakersr@njms.rutgers.edu

Received October 23, 2014; Accepted October 28, 2014; Published November
04, 2014

Citation: Baker SR (2014) Touring vs. Traveling. J Tourism Hospit 3: 132.
doi:10.4172/2167-0269.1000132

Copyright: © 2014 Baker SR. This is an open-access article distributed under the
terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License, which permits unrestricted
use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original author and
source are credited.

J Tourism Hospit
ISSN: 2167-0269 JTH, an open access journal

Volume 3 « Issue 3 + 1000132


http://www.travelswithbaby.com/
http://brookevstheworld.com/
http://www.whodunnknit.com/purl-interrupted/
http://wanderlustandlipstick.com/blogs/debbysdepartures/2011/05/15/welcome-to-debbys-departures/
http://www.everthenomad.com/who-i-am/
http://americain100days.weebly.com/index.html
http://mykugelhopf.ch/

	Title
	Corresponding author
	References 

