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ABOUT THE STUDY
Freshwater prawns, also known as freshwater shrimp, are a 
popular crustacean species that are often found in freshwater 
habitats such as rivers, streams, and lakes. These prawns are 
members of the Macrobrachium genus, which is part of the family 
Palaemonidae.

Characteristics of freshwater prawns

Freshwater prawns are known for their elongated body shape and 
long, narrow claws. They can grow up to 30 cm in length, and 
their color ranges from brown to green. Freshwater prawns are 
considered to be as highly adaptable, and they can tolerate a wide 
range of environmental conditions.

Habitat and distribution

Freshwater prawns are found in a variety of freshwater habitats 
around the world, including rivers, streams, and lakes. They are 
most commonly found in the tropical and subtropical regions, 
but some species have adapted to colder climates as well. 
Freshwater prawns are generally considered to be freshwater 
species, but some species can tolerate brackish water conditions 
also.

Behavior and life cycle

Freshwater prawns are nocturnal creatures, and they are most 
active during the night. They are known to be highly social 
animals, and they often form groups or colonies. Freshwater 
prawns are omnivores, and they feed on a variety of plant and 
animal matter, including algae, detritus, and small invertebrates. 
The life cycle of freshwater prawns is complex, and it typically 
involves several stages. The first stage is the egg stage, where 
female prawns lay their eggs in freshwater habitats. The eggs 
hatch into the larvae, which undergo several molting stages 
before reaching the adulthood. The adult prawns reproduce by

laying their eggs in freshwater habitats, and the cycle begins 
anew.

Economic and ecological importance

Freshwater prawns have significant economic and ecological 
importance. They are an important source of protein for many 
communities around the world, and they are highly valued in the 
seafood industry. In addition, freshwater prawns are considered 
to be a sustainable source of seafood, as they can be farmed using 
aquaculture techniques.

Freshwater prawn farming has become increasingly popular in 
recent years, particularly in Asia, where it is a significant source 
of income for many rural communities. Freshwater prawn 
farming is also considered to be a more environmentally friendly 
alternative to traditional aquaculture methods, as it produces less 
waste and requires less land and water.

Freshwater prawns also play an important ecological role in 
freshwater ecosystems. They are considered to be keystone 
species, meaning that they play a crucial role in maintaining the 
balance of the ecosystem. Freshwater prawns help to control the 
population of other aquatic species, such as algae and small 
invertebrates, and they are an important food source for larger 
aquatic predators.

CONCLUSION
Freshwater prawns are a fascinating and important species that 
play a significant role in both the economic and ecological 
systems of freshwater habitats around the world. With their 
adaptability, complex life cycle, and unique characteristics, 
freshwater prawns are an important subject for further study and 
research. As freshwater habitats face increasing pressures from 
human activities, understanding the role of freshwater prawns in 
these ecosystems will become increasingly important in ensuring 
their long-term sustainability.
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