
Synthetic Symbiosis Creating New Frontiers in Biology and Technology

Chloe Sanders*

Department of Engineered Symbiotic Systems, University Hospital Berlin, Germany,

DESCRIPTION
Symbiosis, a biological term that describes interactions between 
two different species living in close physical proximity, is an 
ancient and fundamental aspect of life on Earth. From the 
mutualistic relationships between pollinators and plants to the 
intricate interactions between human gut microbiota and host 
cells, symbiosis has shaped ecosystems and the evolution of life. 
Synthetic symbiosis refers to the deliberate design of 
interdependent biological systems or organisms that work 
together to achieve a shared goal This emerging field promises 
new opportunities for applications in biotechnology, 
environmental sustainability, and medicine, with potential to 
revolutionize industries ranging from agriculture to energy 
production.Traditional symbiosis is a natural phenomenon 
where two species interact in a way that benefits at least one 
party, and often both in synthetic symbiosis, researchers 
intentionally design and engineer biological components such as 
microorganisms, enzymes or synthetic cells that interact in ways 
that replicate or enhance natural symbiotic relationships. These 
interactions are typically engineered for specific functions, such 
as optimizing metabolic processes, improving resource utilization 
or creating new types of biological cooperation.

Synthetic symbiosis can involve a variety of organisms or 
components. Synthetic symbiosis involves the creation of 
modular biological systems genetic circuits or metabolic 
pathways that are designed to function cooperatively. These 
systems are typically engineered to be interdependent, meaning 
that each partner in the symbiotic relationship relies on the 
other for specific functions or resources. This interdependence 
can take many forms, such as nutrient exchange, signaling, or 
waste product recycling. The modular approach allows for 
flexibility in designing and optimizing synthetic symbioses for 
different purposes. One of the most promising applications of 
synthetic symbiosis is in the optimization of metabolic processes. 
In natural ecosystems, symbiotic relationships often involve the 
exchange of metabolic products. For instance, certain bacteria in 
the gut help break down complex carbohydrates, while humans 
provide the bacteria with a suitable environment and nutrients. 
In synthetic symbiosis, researchers design engineered organisms 
to complement each other’s metabolic needs. For example, one

microbe might be engineered to metabolize a complex carbon
source into a simpler compound, which can then be used by
another microbe in the symbiotic partnership to produce
valuable chemicals, biofuels or other products.

Synthetic symbiosis has the potential to revolutionize agriculture
by optimizing plant microbe interactions. For instance, by
engineering bacteria or fungi to form beneficial relationships
with crops, researchers could enhance nutrient uptake, improve
soil health, and increase crop yields while reducing the need for
chemical fertilizers. Microbes engineered to fix nitrogen in the
soil, for example, could provide plants with a constant supply of
this essential nutrient, reducing the need for synthetic fertilizers
that contribute to environmental pollution. Additionally,
synthetic symbiosis could be used to create biopesticides or
biological control agents to help manage pests and diseases,
reducing the need for harmful chemical pesticides. Synthetic
symbiosis holds promise in the development of more efficient
biofuel production systems. In nature, certain microorganisms
can produce biofuels like ethanol or methane as metabolic
byproducts. In a synthetic system, multiple engineered organisms
could be designed to cooperate and optimize the production of
biofuels. For example, one organism might break down plant
biomass into simpler sugars, while another organism ferments
those sugars into biofuels. By creating optimized microbial
consortia that work together to convert renewable resources into
energy, synthetic symbiosis could make biofuel production more
cost effective and sustainable.

Synthetic symbiosis can also be applied to environmental
sustainability through bioremediation, where engineered
microorganisms are used to clean up pollution. In natural
systems, microbes often cooperate to break down pollutants and
detoxify harmful substances. In synthetic symbiosis, researchers
could design microbial consortia that work together to degrade
oil spills, heavy metals, plastics or other contaminants. These
engineered systems could be deployed in polluted environments,
where the microbes would break down harmful chemicals and
convert them into harmless byproducts, helping to restore
ecosystems and reduce the impact of human activity on the
environment.
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