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Sustainable Development: The Need for Vulnerability Resilience Profile
and the Green Economy Transition in Mauritius
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The Rio +20 outcome document, the future we want, declares green
economy as “an important tool for achieving sustainable development”.
In that spirit, the national budget 2014 has put growth at the centre of
mauritius’s economic strategy, with green economy, as a high priority,
in line with the Maurice Ile durable policy, strategy and action plan.
Notwithstanding the fact that the island is blessed by strong political
commitment to pursue a green transition, there are also several
development challenges which largely jeopardize the green paradigm
shift that Mauritius is striving for. As a small island developing state
(SIDS), the republic of Mauritius faces unique environmental and
economic challenges such as limited resource base, high population
density, isolated geography, high dependence on fossil fuels and
imported food and high vulnerability to natural disasters and climate
change events. It is against this difficult backdrop that Mauritius
is striving to pursue a green economy.the assessment for the green
economy entails a macro-economic analysis to identify the potential
benefits and challenges of investment in priority economic sectors,
taking into account the long-term outcomes of the economic and social
transformation plan (ESTP) and the Maurice Ile Durable (MID) policy
strategy and action plan. A 10 year green economy action plan will
then stem from the green economy assessment to elaborate on policies,
instruments, strategies, reforms and costed actions that will enable the
green economy transition in Mauritius. It is important to understand
the local context and carry out a stock-taking of green economy-related
policies and initiatives already existing in the country as part of the
green economy assessment and to identify areas of potential scenario
building. A vulnerability- resilience profile (VRP) was initiated by
un DESA in Mauritius in 2013 to assess the progress in tackling the
vulnerabilities and building resilience of SIDS by selecting economic,
social and environmental indicators and implementing commitments
to sustainable development as outlined in the barbados plan of action

in 1994 (BPAO) and the mauritius strategy for further implementation
(MSI) in 2005 for sustainable development, eradicating poverty,
improving livelihoods and adopting climate compatible development
and strategies for sids [1-6].
It is therefore imperative for the international community to assist
the efforts of SIDS to strengthen disaggregated data and information
systems as well as analytical capabilities for decision making and
tracking progress and development of VRP country profiles in line
with the SIDS conference in SAMOA 2014. Manuscripts and reviews
on sustainable development in JGND would further enhance the
sharing of knowledge and concepts for achieving green economy and
sustainable compliance strategies.
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