OPEN a ACCESS Freely available online

Journal of Down Syndrome &
Chromosome Abnormalities

Opinion Article

Skeletal Development Patterns and Mobility Support in Children with Down

Syndrome

Johan Van*

Department of Pediatric Orthopedics, Netherlands Center for Chromosomal Disorders, Utrecht, Netherlands

DESCRIPTION

Down syndrome, caused by the presence of an extra copy of
chromosome 21, results in a range of developmental differences
skeletal
development is significantly impacted, influencing posture,

affecting multiple organ systems. Among these,
mobility, and overall physical function. Understanding skeletal
variations and implementing mobility support strategies are
essential to promote healthy growth, prevent complications, and

improve quality of life for children with trisomy 21.

Skeletal development in humans is a complex process that
involves the growth of bones, joints, and connective tissues. It is
influenced by genetic instructions, hormonal signals, mechanical
forces, and nutritional factors. In children with Down syndrome,
trisomy 21 alters normal bone growth patterns, which can result
in differences in bone length, density, and joint flexibility. These
variations contribute to characteristic physical features such as
shorter stature, reduced muscle tone, and hypermobility of
joints.

Hypotonia, or reduced muscle tone, is one of the primary factors
affecting skeletal development in children with Down syndrome.
Low muscle tone places less mechanical stress on bones and
joints, which can slow bone strengthening and influence
alignment. Hypotonia also affects balance and coordination,
increasing the risk of falls and limiting the development of
mobility.  Early targeted
interventions are critical to address these challenges. Joint

independent recognition  and
hypermobility, another common feature, results from increased
flexibility in ligaments and connective tissues. While this
flexibility allows a wide range of motion, it can also lead to joint
instability, particularly in the hips, knees, and ankles. Unstable
joints may increase the risk of injuries and contribute to
abnormal gait patterns. Pediatric orthopedic assessment is
important to identify areas of concern and recommend

supportive measures.

Bone density is another consideration in trisomy 21. Studies
suggest that individuals with Down syndrome may have lower
bone mineral density compared to their peers, which can
increase the risk of fractures. Nutritional support, including

adequate intake of calcium and vitamin D, along with weight-
supports health. Early
engagement in physical therapy and structured exercise programs

bearing physical activities, bone
helps strengthen both bones and muscles. Mobility support is
central to promoting independence and physical development.
Physical therapy programs are designed to improve muscle
strength, coordination, and balance. These programs often
incorporate activities such as gait training, obstacle navigation,
child’s abilities.

Consistent practice helps children develop motor skills and

and functional exercises tailored to each

increases confidence in movement. Adaptive equipment may
also play a role in supporting skeletal development and mobility.
Orthotic devices, supportive footwear, and mobility aids can
provide stability, reduce strain on joints, and facilitate safe
participation in physical activities. Decisions regarding the use of
these devices are individualized and based on assessments of
muscle tone, joint stability, and functional ability.

Monitoring growth patterns is essential for evaluating skeletal
development. Regular measurements of height, weight, limb
length, and joint flexibility help track progress and identify
potential concerns. Growth charts specific to children with
Down syndrome provide benchmarks that reflect typical
developmental patterns in this population, allowing clinicians
and families to make informed decisions. Coordination between
healthcare providers, therapists, educators, and families is key to
successful mobility support. Multidisciplinary approaches ensure
that address
developmental needs. Families play a central role by reinforcing

interventions medical, functional, and
exercises, encouraging physical activity, and ensuring adherence

to recommended routines.

Long-term outcomes of skeletal development interventions are
positive when consistent strategies are applied. Children who
receive early therapy, nutritional support, and guidance on safe
movement often achieve greater independence in walking,
daily These
improvements enhance quality of life, promote social inclusion,

running, and participating in activities.
and support overall health. Emerging research continues to
explore the molecular and genetic factors underlying skeletal

variations in trisomy 21. Studies investigating gene expression
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related to bone formation, growth plate development, and
connective tissue properties provide insights into the biological
mechanisms affecting musculoskeletal development. This
knowledge informs both preventive strategies and therapeutic
interventions.

CONCLUSION

Skeletal development in children with Down syndrome is
influenced by genetic, neuromuscular, and environmental
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factors. Hypotonia, joint hypermobility, and variations in bone
density shape growth patterns, movement abilities, and overall
physical function. Early assessment, individualized therapy,
nutritional support, and adaptive strategies are essential to
optimize skeletal health and promote independence.
Multidisciplinary care, combined with family involvement and
supportive environments, ensures that children with trisomy 21
can achieve their full potential in mobility, physical activity, and

quality of life.
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