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ABSTRACT

recessive mutations.

In reptiles, seven different basic types of color aberrations were described: Albinism, axanthism, erythrism, hypo
melanism, leucism, melanism and piebaldism. Albinism is a congenital depigmentation syndrome characterized by
the absence of melanin. It is caused due to genetic inheritance. Melanin production in the skin can be blocked by

errors at any of several steps in the pathway of melano synthesis, mostly (but not entirely) as a result of autosomal

The absence of pigments, makes the individuals distinguishable from others. Albinos often are stillborn or
malformed and have low survival rates, easily eliminating them from populations. Almost all vertebrate species on
earth exhibit albinism, yet despite this ominous condition, wild animals continue to exist in the wild. Since carolus
linnaeus in the mid-1700’s, albinistic animals have been documented and researched. Estimates of the ratio of
albinism in wild vertebrates vary from 1:10,000 to 1:30,000.
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INTRODUCTION

Coloration is crucial for inter and intraspecific communication,
sexual selection, and predator avoidance through crypsis,
mimicry, or aposematism [1-3]. A hereditary condition referred
as albinism is distinguished by a full or partial lack of
pigmentation in the skin, hair, scales, feathers, or eyes. Leucism
and albinism have both been reported in reptiles. Individuals are
typically categorised as true albinos, partial albinos, or leucistic
based on their albinistic features, which might vary. Albino
animals exhibit both favourable and unfavourable reactions to

their albinistic traits [4,5].

Due to the absence of integumentary and retinal pigmentation,
albinism causes the body to be white or yellowish and the eyes to
be red. The best way to identify albinism is by abnormal skin,
hair, feather, scale, or eye colour. Pinkish-yellow complexion and
reddish eyes are characteristics of albinos where condition affects
the melanophores in both their skin and eyes (full amelanism)
(Spadola and Insacco 2010 Albinos have sun sensitive skin,
which can hinder growth and frequently result in eyesight

impairment. Albinos usually appear as unique individuals in
nature. Albinism can be found in all animals, including
reptiles, however it is uncommon in snakes, especially in adults,
in the wild.

Albino cobras (Naja naja) are among the top ten rarest albino
animals on earth. The spectacled cobra (Naja naja) is a large
(maximum total length>2 m), venomous, primarily diurnal
elapid found throughout the Indian subcontinent, where it lives
in a variety of habitats including forests and urban areas from
sea level to 2,000 m.a.s.] [6-8]. The spectacled cobra has a double
eye shaped mark on its hood, while the monocled and andaman
cobras have a single eye shaped mark. The spectacled cobra (Naja
naja) is another name for the Indian cobra (Naja naja) (Figure 1).
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Figure 1: Spectacled cobra.

DESCRIPTION
At about 1200 hrs on 9% July 2022 (19.9061859, 83.1576965)

the third author, received a rescue call regarding a juvenile snake
have entered inside kitchen. After arriving to the spot, third
author identified the snake is an albino juvenile common cobra.

CONCLUSION

After the documentation the snake was relocated at nearby
forest safely. A brief awareness session was conducted at the site
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of rescue in order to drive conservation and safety measures
amongst the local people.
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