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Plastic pollution, accumulation within the environment of
synthetic plastic products to the purpose where they create
problems for wildlife and their habitats also as for human
populations.

By the top of the 20th century, however, plastics were found to
be persistent polluters of the many environmental niches, from
Everest to rock bottom of the ocean.

Plastic may be a polymeric material-that is, a cloth whose
molecules are very large, often resembling long chains made
from a seemingly endless series of interconnected links. Natural
polymers like rubber and silk exist in abundance, but nature’s
“plastics” haven't been implicated in environmental pollution,
because they are doing not continue the environment.

However, it's the management of plastic waste that determines
the danger of plastic entering the ocean. High-income countries
have very effect waste management systems; mismanaged waste –
and plastic that finishes up within the oceans – is therefore very
rare. Poor waste management across many middle- and low-
income countries means these are the most sources of worldwide
ocean plastic pollution.

How has global plastic waste disposal method changed over
time? within the chart we see the share of worldwide plastic
waste that's discarded, recycled or incinerated from 1980
through to 2015.

Prior to 1980, recycling and incineration of plastic was
negligible; one hundred pc was therefore discarded. From 1980
for incineration, and 1990 for recycling, rates increased on the
average by about 0.7 percent per annum.

In 2015, an estimated 55 percent of worldwide plastic waste was
discarded, 25 percent was incinerated, and 20 percent recycled.

If we extrapolate historical trends through to 2050 — as are often
seen within the chart here — by 2050, incineration rates would
increase to 50 percent; recycling to 44 percent; and discarded
waste would fall to six percent. However, note that this is often
supported the simplistic extrapolation of historic trends and
doesn't represent concrete projections.

Mismanaged waste is material which is at high risk of entering
the ocean via wind or tidal transport or carried to coastlines
from inland waterways. Mismanaged waste is that the sum of
fabric which is either littered or inadequately disposed.
Inadequately disposed and littered waste are different and are
defined within the sections below.

Millions of animals are killed by plastics per annum, from birds
to fish to other marine organisms. Nearly 700 species, including
endangered ones, are known to possess been suffering from
plastics. Nearly every species of seabird eats plastics.

Plastics are consumed by land-based animals, including
elephants, hyenas, zebras, tigers, camels, cattle, and other large
mammals, in some cases causing death.
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