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Abstract

Statement of problem: Healthcare waste
management is a serious issue in context of developing
countries. lllegal dumping of healthcare waste is commonly
practiced,

where children are at high risk of exposure to blood borne
viruses. Open burning and inadequate incineration of medical
waste is still practiced causing adverse health effects due to
the release of highly toxic fumes, as well as contributing to
global warming. Better assessment of both risks and effects
of exposure would permit improvements in the management
of healthcare waste. However, there is not yet clear
understanding of risks, and as consequences, inadequate
management practices are often implemented. The purpose
of this study is to assess risk perception towards healthcare
waste as well as to assess knowledge, attitude and identify
the factors associated with risk perception.
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