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ABOUT THE STUDY
In recent years, there has been growing concern about the safety
of prescription drugs. In the United States, the number of
deaths from prescription drug overdoses has more than tripled
since 1999. This is a serious public health problem that demands
urgent attention.

There are a number of factors that have contributed to the rise
in prescription drug overdoses. One factor is the increasing
availability of prescription opioids. These drugs are highly
addictive and can be deadly in overdose. Another factor is the
over-prescription of prescription drugs by doctors. Many doctors
are not adequately trained in pain management, and they may
prescribe opioids even when there are safer alternatives available.

In response to the growing problem of prescription drug
overdoses, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has
taken a number of steps to improve drug safety. For example, the
FDA has required drug companies to conduct more rigorous
safety studies before their products can be approved. The FDA
has also created a new system for tracking and reporting adverse
drug events.

These efforts have helped to improve drug safety, but there is still
more work to be done. One of the most important challenges is
to find ways to better identify and prevent drug-related harm.
This will require a concerted effort from all stakeholders,
including patients, doctors, drug companies, and regulators.

One promising new approach to drug safety is the use of real-
world data. Real-world data is collected from patients as they are
using drugs in the real world. This data can be used to identify
safety problems that may not be detected in clinical trials. For
example, real-world data has been used to identify a link between
the use of the painkiller Vioxx and heart attacks.

Another promising new approach to drug safety is the use of
Artificial Intelligence (AI). AI can be used to analyze large

amounts of data to identify potential safety problems. For 
example, AI has been used to identify a link between the use of 
the antipsychotic drug Zyprexa and diabetes.

The use of real-world data and AI is just two of the new 
approaches that are being used to improve drug safety. These 
new approaches offer the potential to make prescription drugs 
safer for patients. However, it is important to note that these 
approaches are still in their early stages of development. More 
research is needed to determine how best to use these 
approaches to improve drug safety.

In the meantime, there are a number of things that patients can 
do to protect themselves from the risks of prescription drugs. 
These include:

• Talk to the doctor about all of your medications, including 
over-the-counter drugs and supplements.

• Be aware of the risks of prescription drugs, and ask the 
doctor about any potential side effects.

• Do not take more than the prescribed dose of a medication.
• Never share the medications with anyone else.
• Report any adverse drug events to the doctor or the FDA.
• By taking these steps, patients can help to ensure their safety 

while taking prescription drugs.

The safety of prescription drugs is a critical public health issue.
There are a number of new approaches that are being used to
improve drug safety, including the use of real-world data and
artificial intelligence. These new approaches offer the potential
to make prescription drugs safer for patients. However, more
research is needed to determine how best to use these
approaches to improve drug safety. In the meantime, patients
can help to protect themselves from the risks of prescription
drugs by talking to their doctor about all of their medications,
being aware of the risks of prescription drugs, and reporting any
adverse drug events.
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