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DESCRIPTION
Primatology, the study of primates, has a rich history in Japan 
that dates back to the early 20th century. Japanese primatologists 
have made significant contributions to the field, including the 
discovery of new primate species, groundbreaking studies on 
primate behavior and cognition and conservation efforts to 
protect primate populations and their habitats.

One of the most notable figures in Japanese primatology is Kinji 
Imanishi, who is often referred to as the father of Japanese 
primatology. Imanishi was a biologist who founded the Primate 
Research Institute at Kyoto University in 1967. He is credited 
with introducing the concept of ethology, the scientific study of 
animal behavior to Japan. Imanishi conducted extensive 
fieldwork on Japanese macaques or snow monkeys and published 
several influential books on their behavior and social structure.

Another prominent figure in Japanese primatology is Toshisada 
Nishida, who is known for his groundbreaking studies on 
chimpanzees in Tanzania. Nishida has been studying 
chimpanzees in the Mahale Mountains since 1965 and has made 
many important discoveries about their behavior and social 
organization. His research has shed light on the complex social 
dynamics of chimpanzees and has challenged the traditional view 
of chimpanzees as solitary animals.

In addition to their contributions to scientific research, Japanese 
primatologists have also played an important role in conservation 
efforts to protect primate populations and their habitats. The 
Japanese Society of Primatology was founded in 1966 with the 
goal of promoting the study and conservation of primates in 
Japan and around the world. The society has been involved in 
numerous conservation initiatives, including the establishment of 
protected areas for primates and the rehabilitation and release of 

captive primates.

One of the most successful conservation programs in Japan is the 
conservation of the Japanese macaque. The Japanese macaque is 
an iconic species that is found in the forests of Japan and is 
known for its unique behavior, including bathing in hot springs 
during the winter months. The population of Japanese macaques 
had declined due to hunting and habitat destruction, but 
conservation efforts by the Japanese government and non-profit 
organizations have helped to stabilize their numbers. The 
Japanese macaque is now listed as a species of least concern by 
the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

Japanese primatologists have also been involved in international 
conservation efforts to protect endangered primate species. For 
example, researchers at the Primate Research Institute at Kyoto 
University have been studying the behavior and ecology of 
orangutans in Indonesia and have been working with local 
communities to develop sustainable conservation strategies. The 
researchers have also been involved in efforts to rehabilitate and 
release orangutans that have been rescued from the illegal pet 
trade. 

Japanese primatology has also had a significant impact on the 
fields of anthropology and psychology. Studies on Japanese 
macaques have provided important insights into the evolution of 
social behavior and the cultural transmission of knowledge in 
non-human animals. Japanese primatologists have also 
contributed to the study of primate cognition, including the 
ability of primates to use tools and to understand the intentions 
of others. Their work has had a profound impact on our 
understanding of primate evolution, behavior and conservation, 
and their legacy continues to inspire new generations of 
primatologists around the world.
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