
India-Turkey: A Comparative Study of Secularism

Nazir Hussain*, Ripu Sudan Singh

Department of Political Science, Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar University, Lucknow, India

ABSTRACT
This comparative study examines the concepts and practices of secularism in India and Turkey. Both countries have 

experienced a long history of state and religion interplay, with India being predominantly Hindu and Turkey being 

predominantly Muslim. Despite their different religious and cultural backgrounds, both India and Turkey have 

embraced secularism as a foundational principle of their modern state-building process. This paper analyzes the 

various factors that have influenced the development of secularism in these two countries, including their respective 

histories, political ideologies and legal frameworks. It also examines the similarities and differences in the 

implementation of secularism in India and Turkey, including the role of the state, the relationship between religion 

and politics and the protection of religious minorities. The study finds that while India and Turkey have both sought 

to embrace secularism as a means of promoting diversity and pluralism, the practical implementation of secularism 

has been challenged by various social, political, and religious factors. The study concludes that a deeper 

understanding of the complex dynamics of secularism in India and Turkey can provide insights into the challenges 

and opportunities facing secular democracies in diverse societies.
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INTRODUCTION
Secularism refers to a foundational principle of the modern
state-building process, which aims to separate state affairs from
religious influence. In other words, it is a political ideology that
promotes a neutral stance of the state towards religion and seeks
to protect the freedom of individuals to practice their own
religion or belief system without interference from the state.
India and Turkey are two diverse countries with a long history of
state and religion interplay. Both countries have embraced
secularism as a foundational principle of their modern state-
building process, which has had significant implications for their
respective societies and political systems. Therefore, studying
secularism in these two countries can provide insights into the
challenges and opportunities facing secular democracies in
diverse societies [1].

LITERATURE REVIEW
Secularism in India and Turkey has been implemented in
different ways, with varying degrees of success. Therefore,

comparing the concepts and practices of secularism in these two
countries can help us understand the factors that have
influenced the development and implementation of secularism,
as well as the impact of secularism on their societies and political
systems. The study of secularism in India and Turkey has
broader implications for the understanding of secularism as a
political ideology. The principles of secularism are increasingly
relevant in many countries around the world, where religious
diversity and pluralism have become more prominent.
Therefore, studying secularism in India and Turkey can
contribute to the broader debate on the role of the state in
managing religious diversity and promoting pluralism.

Objectives of study

This comparative study on India and Turkey's secularism covers
various aspects related to the concepts and practices of
secularism in both countries. The paper covers:

• The historical context and state-religion relationship in the
past in both countries.
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• The emergence of secularism as a principle and how it was
influenced by different political ideologies in India and
Turkey.

• Comparison of the legal frameworks in both countries and
their impact on secularism.

• The relationship between religion and politics and the
protection of religious minorities in India and Turkey.

• Comparison of the practical implementation of secularism in
both countries, including the challenges posed by social,
political and religious factors.

• Opportunities for promoting secularism in diverse societies
through legal reforms, interfaith dialogue, grassroots activism,
media and policymaking.

Historical background

India has a rich cultural heritage that dates back to the Indus
Valley civilization, which existed from around 2500 BCE to
1900 BCE. In the centuries that followed, India was ruled by
various kingdoms and empires, including the Mauryan Empire,
the Gupta Empire and the Mughal Empire. In 1947, India
gained independence from British colonial rule and became a
secular democratic republic. Turkey, on the other hand, has a
history that spans thousands of years. The region that is now
Turkey was home to various ancient civilizations, including the
Hittites, the Phrygians and the Lydians. In the centuries that
followed, the region was ruled by various empires, including the
Roman Empire and the Byzantine Empire. In the 15th century,
the Ottoman Empire emerged as a dominant force in the region.
After the collapse of the Ottoman empire following world war I,
Turkey became a republic in 1923 under the leadership of
Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, who implemented a series of reforms to
modernize and secularize the country [2].

State and religion relationship in the past

In India's past, the relationship between state and religion has
been complex and varied. In ancient India, religion played a
significant role in the governance of the state, with Hinduism
being the dominant religion. The Mauryan empire, for example,
was known for its policy of religious tolerance and non-
interference in matters of faith. During the Mughal period,
Islam became a significant force in India, and the Mughal
emperors promoted a policy of religious tolerance and
syncretism. However, towards the end of the Mughal empire,
religious conflict became more prevalent, particularly between
Hindus and Muslims. In modern India, the constitution of
India, adopted in 1950, enshrined the principle of secularism,
which requires the state to remain neutral in matters of religion
and to protect the religious freedom of all citizens. However, in
practice, religious tensions continue to be a significant challenge
in India.

In Turkey's past, the relationship between state and religion has
also been complex. The Ottoman empire was a Muslim state,
and the Ottoman sultans were regarded as the protectors of the
faith. However, the Ottoman empire was also known for its
religious tolerance and diversity. Under the leadership of
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, Turkey underwent a series of reforms
aimed at modernizing and secularizing the country. These

reforms included the adoption of a new civil code based on
European models, the abolition of the caliphate and the
promotion of Turkish nationalism over Islamic identity.
However, despite these reforms, Islam continues to be a
significant force in Turkey and the relationship between state
and religion remains a contested issue.

Emergence of secularism as a principle in India and
Turkey

In India, the emergence of secularism as a principle can be
traced back to the Indian independence movement, which was
led by Mahatma Gandhi and other nationalist leaders. Gandhi
believed that a secular state was necessary for the country's
political and social development and advocated for the equal
treatment of all religions. After independence, the constitution
of India, adopted in 1950, enshrined the principle of secularism
as a fundamental principle of the Indian state. The constitution
mandates that the state shall not discriminate against any citizen
on the grounds of religion and that all citizens are free to
practice and propagate any religion of their choice [3].

In Turkey, the emergence of secularism as a principle can be
traced back to the reforms implemented by Mustafa Kemal
Ataturk. Ataturk believed that the Ottoman empire's religious
identity was holding back the country's progress and that the
only way to modernize and strengthen the country was to adopt
a secular system. Under Ataturk's leadership, Turkey underwent
a series of reforms aimed at modernizing and secularizing the
country. These reforms included the adoption of a new civil
code based on European models, the introduction of
compulsory education and the promotion of Turkish
nationalism over Islamic identity. The principle of secularism
was enshrined in the Turkish constitution, which was adopted
in 1924, and has remained a fundamental principle of the
Turkish state ever since. However, in recent years, the
relationship between religion and politics in Turkey has become
increasingly contentious, with some politicians seeking to
promote a more explicitly Islamic identity for the country.

Different political ideologies in India and Turkey

India and Turkey have distinct political ideologies that have
shaped the development of secularism in their respective
countries. In India, the dominant political ideology has been
democratic socialism, which emphasizes the importance of social
justice, equality and the welfare state. The Indian national
congress, which played a leading role in the country's
independence movement, was founded on democratic socialist
principles and has been the dominant political party in India for
much of the country's history [4].

In recent years, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), a Hindu
nationalist party, has emerged as a significant political force in
India. The BJP's ideology emphasizes the importance of Hindu
identity and has been accused of promoting policies that
discriminate against religious minorities. In Turkey, the
dominant political ideology has been Kemalism, which
emphasizes the importance of secularism, nationalism, and
modernization. The Republican People's Party (CHP), founded
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by Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, has been the dominant political
party in Turkey for much of the country's history.

In recent years, the Justice and Development Party (AKP), an
Islamist party, has emerged as a significant political force in
Turkey. The AKP's ideology emphasizes the importance of
Islamic identity and has been accused of promoting policies that
undermine secularism and the rights of religious minorities. The
different political ideologies in India and Turkey have played a
significant role in shaping the development of secularism in
these countries, with the dominant political parties often
promoting different interpretations of secularism and religious
identity.

In India, the dominant ideology of democratic socialism has
emphasized the importance of social justice, equality, and the
welfare state in shaping the concept of secularism. This has led
to an emphasis on protecting the rights of religious minorities
and promoting a secular state that accommodates diversity and
pluralism. The emergence of the Hindu nationalist BJP has
challenged this interpretation of secularism and has sought to
promote a more explicitly Hindu identity for the country. This
has led to accusations of discrimination against religious
minorities, particularly Muslims, and has raised concerns about
the erosion of secularism in India.

In Turkey, the dominant ideology of Kemalism has emphasized
the importance of secularism, nationalism, and modernization
in shaping the concept of secularism. This has led to an
emphasis on promoting a secular state that separates religion
from politics and promotes Turkish nationalism over Islamic
identity. The emergence of the Islamist AKP has challenged this
interpretation of secularism and has sought to promote a more
explicitly Islamic identity for the country. This has led to
accusations of undermining secularism and the rights of
religious minorities, particularly the country's large Kurdish
minority. The different political ideologies in India and Turkey
have influenced the interpretation and implementation of
secularism in these countries, reflecting the complex interplay of
historical, cultural, and political factors that shape the concept
of secularism in diverse societies.

Comparison of legal frameworks in India and
Turkey

India and Turkey have different legal frameworks that reflect the
unique historical, cultural, and political contexts of these
countries. In India, the constitution guarantees the freedom of
religion and provides for a secular state that accommodates
diversity and pluralism. The Indian constitution also provides
for the protection of religious minorities and prohibits
discrimination on the basis of religion. The judiciary has played
a significant role in upholding these constitutional guarantees
and has often intervened to protect the rights of religious
minorities. However, there have been concerns about the
effective implementation of these constitutional guarantees,
particularly in cases where religious minorities have faced
discrimination or violence. Some critics have argued that the
judiciary has not always been effective in protecting the rights of

religious minorities and that political pressures have influenced
the interpretation and application of constitutional guarantees.

In Turkey, the Constitution also provides for a secular state that
separates religion from politics and promotes Turkish
nationalism over Islamic identity. The constitution also provides
for the protection of religious minorities and prohibits
discrimination on the basis of religion. However, there have
been concerns about the effective implementation of these
constitutional guarantees, particularly in cases where the rights
of religious minorities have been violated. In recent years, there
have been significant changes to the legal framework in Turkey,
including constitutional reforms that have strengthened the
powers of the executive and reduced the independence of the
judiciary. These changes have raised concerns about the erosion
of democratic and secular values in Turkey and have led to
accusations that the government is seeking to undermine the
constitutional protections for religious minorities and other
marginalized groups.

The legal frameworks in India and Turkey reflect the complex
interplay of historical, cultural, and political factors that shape
the concept of secularism in these countries. While both
countries have constitutional guarantees for the protection of
religious minorities and the promotion of a secular state, there
have been challenges in the effective implementation of these
guarantees, reflecting the ongoing struggles to balance
competing political and social interests.

Role of the state in promoting secularism in India
and Turkey

The state plays a crucial role in promoting secularism in India
and Turkey. Both countries have adopted secularism as a
foundational principle in their constitution, and the state is
responsible for ensuring that this principle is upheld in all
aspects of governance. In India, the constitution mandates that
the state shall not discriminate against any citizen on the
grounds of religion. The state is also required to remain neutral
in matters of religion and is responsible for protecting the rights
of all citizens, regardless of their religious affiliation. The Indian
state has created institutions such as the national commission
for minorities to protect the rights of religious minorities and
promote communal harmony.

Similarly, in Turkey, the state is responsible for promoting
secularism and ensuring that the government remains neutral in
matters of religion. The Turkish constitution mandates that the
state shall not discriminate on the grounds of religion, and the
government is responsible for protecting the rights of all citizens,
regardless of their religious affiliation. The Turkish state has also
created institutions such as the directorate of religious affairs to
regulate religious practices and promote the secularization of
society [5].

However, despite the state's efforts to promote secularism, there
are several challenges to the implementation of secularism in
both India and Turkey. Political and religious ideologies often
interfere with the state's attempts to remain neutral and the
protection of religious minorities remains a challenge in both
countries. The role of the state in promoting secularism in India
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and Turkey is crucial. While the state has created institutions
and frameworks to promote secularism, there is a need for
continued efforts to address the challenges posed by political
and religious ideologies and to protect the rights of all citizens.

Relationship between religion and politics

In both India and Turkey, the relationship between religion and
politics has been complex and contentious, reflecting the
unique historical, cultural and political contexts of these
countries. In India, the relationship between religion and
politics has been shaped by the country's diverse religious and
cultural traditions. While the constitution provides for a secular
state that separates religion from politics, religion continues to
play an important role in Indian politics, particularly in the
context of the country's Hindu-Muslim divide. The rise of the
Hindu nationalist BJP in recent years has further complicated
the relationship between religion and politics in India. The BJP's
emphasis on a Hindu identity for the country has raised
concerns about the marginalization of religious minorities,
particularly Muslims and has led to accusations of undermining
the country's secular traditions [5].

In Turkey, the relationship between religion and politics has also
been shaped by the country's unique historical and cultural
context. While the constitution provides for a secular state that
separates religion from politics, religion has played an important
role in Turkish politics, particularly in the context of the
country's Islamic traditions. The rise of the Islamist AKP in
recent years has further complicated the relationship between
religion and politics in Turkey. The AKP's emphasis on
promoting Islamic values and traditions has raised concerns
about the erosion of secularism in the country and has led to
accusations of discriminating against religious minorities,
particularly the country's large kurdish minority. The
relationship between religion and politics in India and Turkey
reflects the complex interplay of historical, cultural and political
factors that shape the concept of secularism in these countries.
While both countries have sought to promote a secular state
that separates religion from politics, the practical
implementation of this principle has been challenged by various
social, political and religious factors [6].

Protection of religious minorities

The protection of religious minorities has been a key
component of secularism in both India and Turkey, reflecting
the countries' diverse religious and cultural traditions. In India,
the constitution provides for the protection of religious
minorities and prohibits discrimination on the basis of religion.
The constitution also provides for the freedom of religion and
allows for the practice, propagation and promotion of any
religion. However, there have been concerns about the effective
implementation of these constitutional guarantees, particularly
in cases where religious minorities have faced discrimination or
violence. Religious minorities in India, particularly Muslims,
have often faced discrimination and violence, including
communal riots and attacks by Hindu nationalist groups. There
have also been concerns about the use of anti-conversion laws,
which restrict the ability of individuals to convert to other

religions. While the judiciary has played an important role in
upholding the constitutional protections for religious
minorities, there have been concerns about political interference
and the slow pace of justice [7].

In Turkey, the constitution also provides for the protection of
religious minorities and prohibits discrimination on the basis of
religion. However, there have been concerns about the effective
implementation of these constitutional guarantees, particularly
in cases where the rights of religious minorities have been
violated. Religious minorities in Turkey, particularly the
country's Christian and Kurdish minorities have faced
discrimination and persecution, including restrictions on the
use of their religious symbols and language. There have also
been concerns about the use of anti-terrorism laws to target
members of religious minorities and other marginalized groups.
The protection of religious minorities in India and Turkey
reflects the ongoing struggle to balance competing political and
social interests, and the challenges of promoting a secular state
that accommodates diversity and pluralism [8].

Comparison of the practical implementation of
secularism in India and Turkey

While both India and Turkey have embraced secularism as a
foundational principle of their modern state-building process,
the practical implementation of secularism in these countries
has been challenged by various social, political and religious
factors. In India, the practical implementation of secularism has
been complicated by the country's diverse religious and cultural
traditions, as well as by the ongoing Hindu-Muslim divide.
While the constitution provides for a secular state that separates
religion from politics, religion continues to play an important
role in Indian politics, particularly in the context of the
country's Hindu nationalist movement. The rise of the BJP in
recent years has raised concerns about the marginalization of
religious minorities, particularly Muslims, and has led to
accusations of undermining the country's secular traditions.
There have also been concerns about the use of anti-conversion
laws and the slow pace of justice in cases where religious
minorities have faced discrimination or violence [9].

DISCUSSION
In Turkey, the practical implementation of secularism has been
challenged by the country's unique historical and cultural
context, as well as by the rise of the Islamist AKP in recent years.
While the Constitution provides for a secular state that
separates religion from politics, religion has played an important
role in Turkish politics, particularly in the context of the
country's Islamic traditions. The AKP's emphasis on promoting
Islamic values and traditions has raised concerns about the
erosion of secularism in the country and has led to accusations
of discriminating against religious minorities, particularly the
country's large Kurdish minority. There have also been concerns
about the use of anti-terrorism laws to target members of
religious minorities and other marginalized groups [10].

The practical implementation of secularism in India and Turkey
reflects the ongoing struggle to balance competing political and
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social interests and the challenges of promoting a secular state
that accommodates diversity and pluralism. While both
countries have sought to embrace secularism as a means of
promoting diversity and pluralism, the practical implementation
of secularism has been complicated by various social, political
and religious factors [11].

Social, political and religious factors that challenge
the implementation of secularism

There are several social, political and religious factors that
challenge the implementation of secularism in both India and
Turkey. In both countries, religious identity and communalism
have played a significant role in the political discourse. The
politicization of religious identity and the rise of communalism
have led to the marginalization of religious minorities,
particularly Muslims in India and Kurds in Turkey. India and
Turkey have a long history of state and religion interplay, which
has shaped their cultural and social traditions. The persistence
of these traditions has made it difficult to fully embrace
secularism as a principle of statecraft. In both countries,
political polarization has hindered the implementation of
secularism. In India, the rise of Hindu nationalism has led to
the marginalization of religious minorities, while in Turkey, the
AKP's emphasis on Islamic values has led to accusations of
undermining the country's secular traditions [12].

The legal framework for secularism in both countries has been
challenged by various legal issues. In India, there have been
concerns about the slow pace of justice in cases of
discrimination and violence against religious minorities, while
in Turkey, there have been concerns about the use of anti-
terrorism laws to target members of religious minorities and
other marginalized groups. The international community has
played a significant role in shaping the implementation of
secularism in both countries. In India, international criticism of
the treatment of religious minorities has led to pressure on the
government to uphold secular values, while in Turkey, pressure
from the European Union has led to some reforms to
strengthen secularism [13].

Opportunities for promoting secularism in diverse
societies

While promoting secularism in diverse societies is a complex
challenge, there are several opportunities that can be leveraged
to enhance its implementation. Some of these opportunities are:
Education can play a vital role in promoting secularism in
diverse societies. By promoting interfaith dialogue, cultural
exchange programs, and inclusiveness in the curriculum,
educational institutions can foster a culture of tolerance and
respect for diversity. Grassroots activism by civil society groups
can create a groundswell of support for secular values. These
groups can work to promote secularism through advocacy,
community engagement and public awareness campaigns. Legal
reforms can be implemented to strengthen the legal framework
for secularism. This can include the revision of discriminatory
laws, the establishment of independent oversight bodies to
monitor the implementation of secularism, and the

strengthening of constitutional protections for religious
minorities.

The media can play a crucial role in promoting secularism by
highlighting the benefits of diversity and pluralism, and by
providing a platform for diverse voices to be heard. Finally,
political will is essential for promoting secularism in diverse
societies. Political leaders must prioritize secular values in
policymaking and work to ensure that the state upholds the
rights of all citizens regardless of their religious identity. In
short, promoting secularism in diverse societies requires a multi-
faceted approach that addresses social, cultural, and political
challenges. By leveraging opportunities such as education,
grassroots activism, legal reforms, media and political will,
secular democracies can create inclusive societies that respect
diversity and promote the common good [14].

CONCLUSION
This comparative study highlights the historical, political, and
legal factors that have shaped the concept and implementation
of secularism in India and Turkey. While both countries have
embraced secularism as a foundational principle of their
modern state-building process, the practical implementation of
secularism has been challenged by various social, political and
religious factors. Despite these challenges, there are
opportunities for promoting secularism in diverse societies.
Education, grassroots activism, legal reforms, media and political
will can be leveraged to foster a culture of tolerance and respect
for diversity. However, promoting secularism in diverse societies
requires a multi-faceted approach that addresses social, cultural
and political challenges. The paper concludes that promoting
secularism in diverse societies requires a multi-faceted approach
that addresses social, cultural and political challenges. It
recommends strengthening legal frameworks, promoting
interfaith dialogue and inclusiveness in the curriculum,
encouraging grassroots activism, increasing media coverage on
the benefits of diversity and pluralism, and prioritizing secular
values in policymaking. By implementing these
recommendations, secular democracies can create inclusive
societies that respect diversity and promote the common good.
Based on the findings of this study, we make the following
recommendations:

• Strengthen legal frameworks to protect the rights of religious
minorities and promote secular values.

• Promote interfaith dialogue, cultural exchange programs and
inclusiveness in the curriculum to foster a culture of tolerance
and respect for diversity.

• Encourage grassroots activism by civil society groups to create
a groundswell of support for secular values.

• Increase media coverage on the benefits of diversity and
pluralism and provide a platform for diverse voices to be
heard.

• Prioritize secular values in policymaking and work to ensure
that the state upholds the rights of all citizens regardless of
their religious identity. By implementing these
recommendations, secular democracies can create inclusive
societies that respect diversity and promote the common good.
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FINDINGS
Implications for future research and policy making. This
comparative study on secularism in India and Turkey has
important implications for future research and policy-making.
Firstly, there is a need for further research to understand the
complexities of secularism in diverse societies. More research
can help to identify and address the challenges faced by secular
democracies in promoting inclusiveness and respect for diversity.
Secondly, the findings of this study suggest that legal frameworks
play a crucial role in promoting secular values and protecting the
rights of religious minorities. Future policy-making should
prioritize the strengthening of legal frameworks to promote
secularism and protect the rights of all citizens. Thirdly, the
study highlights the importance of grassroots activism and
interfaith dialogue in promoting secularism. Policymakers can
leverage the power of civil society groups to promote secular
values and encourage interfaith dialogue to foster a culture of
tolerance and respect for diversity.

Fourthly, the study suggests that media coverage on the benefits
of diversity and pluralism can be leveraged to promote
secularism. Policymakers can work with media outlets to
increase coverage on issues related to secularism and provide a
platform for diverse voices to be heard. Generally, this study
suggests that promoting secularism in diverse societies requires a
multi-faceted approach that addresses social, cultural, and
political challenges. Future research and policy-making should
prioritize strategies that foster a culture of tolerance and respect
for diversity, promote inclusiveness and protect the rights of all
citizens.

REFERENCES
1. Cady L, Hurd E.Comparative secularisms in a global age. Springer,

2010.

2. Sqrensen AB. Introduction: Contesting secularism. Contesting
Secularism, 1st edition, Routledge, 2013, pp. 1-13.

3. Beyer P. Questioning the secular/religious divide in a post-
Westphalian world. Int Sociol. 2013;28(6):663-679.

4. Cady LE, Hurd ES. Comparative secularisms and the politics of 
modernity: An introduction. Comparative Secularism in Global 
Age, 2010, pp. 3-24.

5. Aysel M. interventionist secularism: A comparative analysis of the 
turkish grand national assembly (1923-1928) and the indian 
constituent assembly (1946-1949) debates. J Sci Stud Relig. 
2015;54(2):222-241.

6. Roy S. Temple and dam, fez and hat: The secular roots of religious 
politics in India and Turkey. Common Comp Pol. 2010;48(2):
148-172.

7. Akcapar SK. Religious conversions in forced migration: Comparative 
cases of Afghans in India and Iranians in Turkey. J Eur Stud. 
2015;10(1):61-74.

8. Ohm B. The secularism of the state and the secularism of 
consumption:‘Honesty’,‘treason’and the dynamics of religious 
visibility on television in India and Turkey. Eur J Cult Stud. 
2015;14(6):664-684.

9. Nartok EE. Rethinking religion's interaction with neoliberal ideology: 
A comparison between India and Turkey. University of Manchester, 
2019.

10. Ford CB, Funt JM, Abbey D, Issi L, Guiducci C, Martinez DA, et 
al. The evolution of drug resistance in clinical isolates of Candida 
albicans. eLife. 2015;4:e00662.

11. Coronado-Castellote L, Soriano JY. Clinical and microbiological 
diagnosis of oral candidiasis. J Clin Exp Dent. 2013;5(5):e279-
e286.

12. Giri S, Kindo A. Evaluation of five phenotypic tests in the 
identification of Candida species. Nat J Lab Med. 2013;4:13-18.

13. Kurup Rajgopal S. Prevalence and antifungal susceptibilities of 
Candida spp from a south indian tertiary care hospital.  Int J  Med 
Res Rev. 2017;5(2):98-104.

14. Raj  Kumari   S,  Adhikaree  N.  Speciation  of  Candida   using 
chromagar  from   various   clinical   specimens  and   their   antifungal 
susceptibility  pattern   at   a   tertiary   care    hospital.  JCMS   Nepal. 
2020;16(2):107-111.

Hussain N, et al.

J Pol Sci Pub Aff, Vol.11 Iss.2 No:1000022 (QI) 6

https://books.google.co.in/books?id=ebrHAAAAQBAJ&lr=&source=gbs_navlinks_s
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/chapters/edit/10.4324/9781315574035-1/introduction-contesting-secularism-anders-berg-s%C3%B8rensen
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0268580913507070?journalCode=issa
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0268580913507070?journalCode=issa
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1057/9780230106703
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1057/9780230106703
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/jssr.12192
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/jssr.12192
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/jssr.12192
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/14662041003672486
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/14662041003672486
https://www.dbpia.co.kr/Journal/articleDetail?nodeId=NODE09239295
https://www.dbpia.co.kr/Journal/articleDetail?nodeId=NODE09239295
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1367549411419979?journalCode=ecsa
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1367549411419979?journalCode=ecsa
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1367549411419979?journalCode=ecsa
https://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.825694
https://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.825694
https://elifesciences.org/articles/662
https://elifesciences.org/articles/662
https://www.nepjol.info/index.php/JCMSN/article/view/29896
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13213-009-0007-6
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13213-009-0007-6
http://cmm.mazums.ac.ir/article-1-97-en.html
http://cmm.mazums.ac.ir/article-1-97-en.html
https://www.nepjol.info/index.php/JCMSN/article/view/29896
https://www.nepjol.info/index.php/JCMSN/article/view/29896
https://www.nepjol.info/index.php/JCMSN/article/view/29896

	Contents
	India-Turkey: A Comparative Study Of Secularism
	ABSTRACT
	INTRODUCTION
	LITERATURE REVIEW
	Objectives of study
	Historical background
	State and religion relationship in the past
	Emergence of secularism as a principle in India and Turkey
	Different political ideologies in India and Turkey
	Comparison of legal frameworks in India and Turkey
	Role of the state in promoting secularism in India and Turkey
	Relationship between religion and politics
	Protection of religious minorities
	Comparison of the practical implementation of secularism in India and Turkey

	DISCUSSION
	Social, political and religious factors that challenge the implementation of secularism
	Opportunities for promoting secularism in diverse societies

	CONCLUSION
	FINDINGS
	REFERENCES


