
Human Behaviour in Relation to Economic Systems and through Economic 
Anthropology
James Diego*

Department of Anthropology, Stanford University, California, USA

DESCRIPTION
Human behavior is often shaped by economic systems, and 
understanding this relationship is a crucial part of economic 
anthropology. Economic anthropology is a subfield of 
anthropology that examines the ways in which people produce, 
distribute, and consume goods and services in different societies. 
By studying human behavior in relation to economic systems, 
economic anthropology sheds light on the complex interplay 
between culture, economy and society.

One of the key insights of economic anthropology is that 
economic systems are not just about the production and 
distribution of goods and services. They are also deeply 
embedded in social and cultural practices, and they reflect the 
values, beliefs, and aspirations of the people who participate in 
them. For example, in some societies, gift-giving is an important 
economic practice that helps to build and maintain social 
relationships. In others, the accumulation of wealth is seen as a 
sign of status and prestige.

Another important insight of economic anthropology is that 
economic systems are not static. They evolve over time in 
response to changes in social, political, and environmental 
conditions. For example, the introduction of new technologies 
or the arrival of new trading partners can have a profound 
impact on economic systems. Similarly, economic systems can be 
disrupted by political conflicts or environmental disasters.

One of the challenges of economic anthropology is to reconcile 
the diverse and often conflicting ways in which people 
understand and practice economics. For example, in Western 
societies, economics is often seen as a rational and objective 
discipline that is concerned with maximizing efficiency and 
productivity. In contrast, in many non-Western societies,

economics is embedded in religious and cultural practices that 
prioritize social relationships and spiritual values.

To understand the relationship between human behavior and 
economic systems, economic anthropologists use a range of 
methods and theories. One approach is ethnography, which 
involves living with and studying a particular group of people 
over an extended period of time. Through ethnography, 
economic anthropologists can gain an in-depth understanding of 
the ways in which economic systems are embedded in social and 
cultural practices.

Another approach is comparative analysis, which involves 
comparing economic systems across different societies and 
historical periods. By comparing economic systems, economic 
anthropologists can identify similarities and differences in the 
ways in which people understand and practice economics.

Economic anthropology also draws on theories from other fields, 
such as sociology, political science, and psychology. For example, 
some economic anthropologists use game theory to understand 
how people make decisions in economic contexts. Others use 
theories from social psychology to understand the role of 
emotions and social norms in economic behavior.

Economic anthropology provides valuable insights into the 
complex relationship between human behavior and 
economic systems. By studying the ways in which people 
produce, distribute, and consume goods and services, economic 
anthropologists can shed light on the diverse and often 
conflicting ways in which people understand and practice 
economics. Through ethnography, comparative analysis, and the 
use of theories from other fields, economic anthropology helps 
us to understand the deep cultural and social roots of economic 
behavior.
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