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DESCRIPTION
The propagation of medicinal and aromatic plants plays a 
essential role in maintaining their supply for both traditional and 
modern medicinal uses. Propagation methods can broadly be 
classified into two categories: Generative (sexual) and vegetative 
(asexual) propagation. In addition, recent advancements in 
biotechnology have introduced the use of artificial seeds, which 
offer a novel approach to propagating plants, especially those that 
are challenging to reproduce naturally. Understanding these 
methods is key to improving the production, conservation, and 
quality of medicinal and aromatic plants.

Generative propagation

Generative propagation involves the reproduction of plants 
through seeds, the natural method by which most 
plants multiply. In medicinal and aromatic plants, 
generative propagation provides genetic diversity, which is 
important for the adaptation of species to environmental 
changes, as well as for the discovery of new bioactive compounds.

When plants reproduce through seeds, the resulting offspring 
inherit a mix of genetic material from both parents. This can 
lead to variations in the concentration of bioactive compounds 
found in medicinal plants, potentially yielding new varieties with 
enhanced therapeutic properties. For instance, different varieties 
of Ocimum basilicum (Basil) show variation in essential oil 
content, which can be attributed to genetic differences resulting 
from generative propagation.

However, generative propagation has its limitations. Many 
medicinal plants produce seeds that are difficult to germinate 
due to dormancy issues or low viability. Some plants, such as 
Panax ginseng (Ginseng), have long seed dormancy periods, 
making it difficult to cultivate them on a large scale. 
Additionally, sexual reproduction can lead to unwanted genetic 
variations, which is a disadvantage when uniformity in plant 
material is required for pharmaceutical applications.

To overcome these challenges, strategies such as pre-treatment of 
seeds (scarification, stratification), controlled pollination, and

selection of high-yielding seed sources can be used. Nevertheless, 
generative propagation is best suited for species that produce 
viable seeds and benefit from genetic variation.

Vegetative propagation

Vegetative propagation, also known as asexual propagation, 
involves reproducing plants from vegetative parts such as stems, 
roots, or leaves. Unlike generative propagation, vegetative 
methods produce genetically identical offspring (clones) of the 
parent plant. This is advantageous when the goal is to maintain 
uniformity in the medicinal or aromatic compounds produced 
by the plants.

Medicinal and aromatic plants like Mentha piperita (Peppermint), 
Aloe vera, and Cymbopogon citratus (Lemongrass) are commonly 
propagated vegetatively due to their consistent production of 
essential oils or bioactive compounds. The most commonly used 
methods of vegetative propagation include cuttings, grafting, 
layering, and division.

Cuttings: This method involves taking a portion of the stem, 
root, or leaf and planting it to grow a new plant. For example, 
stem cuttings of Mentha species are widely used to establish new 
plants quickly and with minimal genetic variation.

Grafting: This involves joining two plant parts together so that 
they grow as a single plant. In medicinal plants, grafting is often 
used to combine disease-resistant rootstock with a high-yielding 
scion, ensuring both longevity and productivity.

Layering: In this method, a portion of a stem is bent to the 
ground and covered with soil, encouraging it to root while still 
attached to the parent plant. Once rooted, the new plant can be 
separated from the parent. This method is often used for plants 
that are difficult to propagate through cuttings.

Division: This involves separating a plant into several parts, each 
capable of growing into a new plant. It is frequently used for 
herbaceous perennials like Valeriana officinalis (Valerian).

The advantage of vegetative propagation is the ability to 
maintain specific traits, such as high concentrations of 
secondary metabolites. However, vegetative propagation methods
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are often labor-intensive, and the limited genetic diversity can
make the plants more susceptible to diseases and environmental
stresses. Despite these drawbacks, vegetative propagation is
widely used in commercial cultivation of medicinal and
aromatic plants due to its reliability and ability to produce
uniform plant material.

Generative and vegetative propagation methods each have their
place in the cultivation of medicinal and aromatic plants, with
generative propagation offering genetic diversity and vegetative

propagation ensuring uniformity and consistency. The
development of artificial seeds bridges the gap between these
two approaches, providing a novel method to mass-produce
high-quality plant material while overcoming many of the
challenges associated with traditional propagation techniques.

As the demand for medicinal and aromatic plants continues to
grow, biotechnological innovations such as artificial seeds will
play an increasingly important role in ensuring a sustainable and
reliable supply of these valuable resources.
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