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INTRODUCTION 

The diagnostic test (abbreviated as Papanicolaou test, 
conjointly called Cytologic Smear (AE), Papanicolaou 
smear (BE), Cervical Screening (BE), or Pap Test (BE)) may 
be a technique of cervical screening want to discover 
probably malignant neoplasm and cancerous processes 
within the cervix (opening of the female internal 
reproductive organ or womb) or colon (in each men and 
women). Abnormal findings area unit typically followed up 
by additional sensitive diagnostic procedures and, if 
secured, interventions that aim to stop progression to 
cervical cancer. The take a look at was severally fictitious 
within the Nineteen Twenties by Georgios Papanikolaou 
and Aurel Babeș and named once Papanikolaou. A 
simplified version of the take a look at was introduced by 
Pakistani monetary unit Marion Hilliard in 1957. 

A cytology smear is performed by gap the duct canal with a 
speculum and assembling cells at the outer gap of the 
cervix at the transformation zone (where the outer 
squamous cervical cells meet the inner organ endocervical 
cells), exploitation associate degree Ayre spatula. Similar 
technique is employed to gather cells in porta of each 
ladies and men. The collected cells area unit examined 
below a magnifier to appear for abnormalities. The take a 
look at aims to discover probably malignant neoplasm 
changes (called Cervical Intraepithelial Pathologic Process 
(CIN) or cervical dysplasia; the Squamous Intraepithelial 
Lesion System (SIL) is additionally wont to describe 
abnormalities) caused by human papillomavirus, a sexually 
transmitted deoxyribonucleic acid virus. The take a look at 
remains an efficient, wide used technique for early 
detection of precancer and cervical cancer. Whereas the 
take a look at additionally discover infections and 
abnormalities within the endocervix and mucous 
membrane, it's not 

designed to try to therefore. 

Effectiveness 

The Papanicolaou test, once combined with an everyday 
program of screening and acceptable follow-up, will cut  back 
cervical cancer deaths by up to eightieth. Failure of hindrance 
of willcer by the Papanicolaou test can occur for several 
reasons, as well as not obtaining regular screening, lack of 
acceptable follow-up of abnormal results, and sampling and 
interpretation errors. In the US, over 1/2 all invasive cancers 
occur in females World Health Organization haven't had a 
cytological smear; a further ten to twenty of cancers occur in 
people who haven't had a Pap smear within the preceding 5 
years. Concerning one-quarter folks cervical cancers were in 
people that had associate degree abnormal cytological smear 
however failed to get acceptable follow-up (patient failed to 
come for care, or practitioner failed to perform counseled 
tests or treatment). 

Results In screening a general or low-risk population, most 
Pap results area unit traditional. Most abnormal results area 
unit gently abnormal (ASC-US (typically 2–5% of Pap results) 
or Inferior Squamous Intraepithelial Lesion (ISIL) (about a 
pair of of results)), indicating HPV infection. Though most 
inferior cervical dysplasias impromptu regress while not ever 
resulting in cervical cancer, abnormal condition will function 
a sign that enlarged vigilance is required. In a typical state of 
affairs, about 0.5% of Pap results area unit finest SIL (HSIL), 
and less than zero.5% of results indicate cancer; zero.2 to 
0.8% of results indicate Atypical Organ Cells of 
Undetermined Significance (AGCNOS). As Liquid-Based 
Preparations (LBPs) become a standard medium for testing, 
atypical result rates have enlarged. The median rate for all 
preparations with inferior squamous intraepithelial lesions 
exploitation LBPs was a pair of.9% compared with a 2003 
median rate of two.1%. Rates for finest squamous 
intraepithelial lesions (median, 0.5%) and a typical 
squamous cell have modified very little. 
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