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INTRODUCTION
The state of regulation, temporary loss of sensation or 
consciousness that is induced for medical purposes is anaesthesia 
or anaesthesia (‘without sensation’ from Greek). Any or all 
of these can include analgesia (relieving or preventing pain), 
paralysis (relaxing the muscles), amnesia (loss of memory), and 
unconsciousness. A patient is referred to as being anaesthetized 
under the influence of anaesthetic medications [1]. Anesthesia 
allows the painless execution of medical procedures that would 
otherwise cause an unanesthetized patient serious or unbearable 
pain, or would otherwise be medically unworkable [2].

EXPOSURE VARIABLES
The type of anaesthesia was captured from the Discharge Abstract 
Database; reabstraction (ie, duplicate data extraction from the 
same chart by independent reviewers) shows 94% agreement. 
Contraindications to use of neuraxial anaesthesia include 
patient refusal, infection at the intended injection site, use of 
anticoagulants or certain antiplatelet agents, severe uncorrected 
hypotension, increased intracranial pressure, an anticipated long 
duration of surgery, and an inability to lie still (eg, secondary 
to cognitive impairment or agitation). Patients who received an 
epidural or spinal anaesthetic without general anaesthesia were 
coded as having received neuraxial anaesthesia; patients who 
received general anaesthesia or neuraxial anaesthesia plus general 
anaesthesia were coded as having received general anaesthesia. As 
a sensitivity analysis, we also coded the types of anaesthesia as 
neuraxial, general, or neuraxial plus general. We did not stratify 
by type of neuraxial anaesthesia as epidural anaesthesia accounted 

for only 3.8% of all neuraxial anaesthetics.

Outcome variables

The primary outcome was 30 day all-cause mortality (captured 
from the Discharge Abstract Database and Registered Persons 
Database). Secondary outcomes were in-hospital cardiopulmonary 
and renal complications (including major adverse cardiac event 
(acute coronary syndrome, heart failure, ventricular arrhythmia, 
or cardiac arrest), pneumonia, venous thromboembolism, or 
acute kidney injury), captured from type 2 (arising in hospital) 
diagnostic codes, postoperative length of hospital stay (measured 
from the Discharge Abstract Database as number of days from 
surgery to hospital discharge), and 30 day readmissions (identified 
as a new admission in the Discharge Abstract Database within 30 
days of the index discharge date from hospital).

Covariates

We captured known, measured covariates that could influence 
choice of anaesthetic technique and outcomes (ie, produce 
confounding by indication). Patient characteristics were 
identified from the Discharge Abstract Database and Canadian 
Census. Validated case ascertainment algorithms and ICD codes 
(international classification of diseases, 10th revision) from 
Discharge Abstract Database records were used to identify high 
priority diagnoses (coronary artery disease, diabetes, chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease, heart failure, and hypertension) 
and Elixhauser comorbidities in the three years before surgery, 
respectively. As smoking status is not available in administrative 
data, we captured physician billing codes for smoking cessation 
consultations. Preoperative residence in a long term care facility 
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was identified from the Continuing Care Reporting System. 
Hospital admissions and emergency department visits in the 
year before surgery were identified from the Discharge Abstract 
Database and National Ambulatory Care Reporting System, 
respectively. We calculated Hospital-patient One-year Mortality 
Risk (HOMR) scores (range from −12 to 76, with higher scores 
denoting greater risk of death) and the hospital volume of lower 
limb revascularisation surgery before each index surgery. The 
Johns Hopkins Adjusted Clinical Group system was used to 
identify healthcare resource utilisation bands and frailty. The 
surgical procedure (using the full 10 digit CCI code), a unique 
identifier for each hospital, and year of surgery were recorded 
from the Discharge Abstract Database. Urgency for surgery was 
categorised as elective (elective admission for surgery), urgent 
(non-elective admission and surgery ≥ 72 hours after admission), 
emergent (non-elective admission and surgery 24-72 hours after 
admission), and critical (surgery <24 hours after admission) 
instead of just elective or emergent, to more accurately reflect 
variations in urgency faced by vascular surgery patients. 
For people aged 65 years and older, a count of all unique 
outpatient drugs and a set of specific outpatient drugs (opioids, 
anticoagulants, antiplatelets, antipsychotics, benzodiazepines, 
β blockers, dementia drugs, insulin, steroids, and oral diabetes 
drugs) received in the six months before surgery were identified. 
We also collected data on the annual prevalence of antiplatelet 
and anticoagulant use by these patients [4].

MEDICAL USES
The anaesthesia function can be distilled down to three specific 
objectives or endpoints: 

1.	 Hypnosis (a transient loss of consciousness and a loss of 
memory with it In a pharmacological sense, in contrast to 
its more familiar lay or psychological definition of an altered 
state of consciousness not actually triggered by medication, 
the term hypnosis typically has this technical meaning.

2.	 Analgesia (lack of feeling that blunts autonomic reflexes as 
well)

3.	 Relaxation of muscles

It helps others to do something that can treat, diagnose, or heal a 
disease that might otherwise be painful or difficult. Anesthesia is 
unusual in that it is not a direct means of treatment [3]. The best 
anaesthetic, therefore, is the one that still achieves the endpoints 
needed to complete the procedure with the lowest risk to the 
patient. Pre-operative risk assessment, consisting of medical 
history, physical examination and laboratory testing, is the first 
step of anaesthesia [5].

CONCLUSION
The ability of a clinician to give a child or adult) an appropriate, 
secure and a traumatic local anaesthesia injection is a major 
factor in producing a patient with a lifetime of acceptance of 
dental care.
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