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ABSTRACT
Currently, the existence of mankind is under a serious threat posed by the spread of novel SARS-CoV-2 (severe acute 
respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2) also referred to as COVID-2019 [Coronavirus disease 2019] or 2019-nCoV 
[2019 novel coronavirus]. The number of cases across the globe is still on the increase and there has been an urgent 
need for therapeutic alternatives to alleviate and fight down this pandemic. It is worthy of note that Africa, with high 
poverty index is still at the base of the countries ravaged by SARS- CoV-2 and this is not far-fetched. Many Africans 
over the years have been exposed severally to Mosquito bites and malaria infections against which their bodies having 
been subjected to several doses of different anti-malaria drugs both clinical and traditional (for those who could 
not afford the cost of clinical drugs) therefore demonstrate strong immunity against SARS-CoV-2; a virus which 
responds positively to some of the anti- malaria drugs with anti-viral effects such as Chloroquine and Artemisinin 
widely distributed across Africa. This mini-review aims at providing a quick idea as to the adaptive immunity buildup 
against malaria by some Africans (mostly in the sub-Saharan region) in comparison to SARS-CoV-2 fair resistance vis-
à-vis the effectiveness of supplementing clinical drugs with traditional herbs as a potential solution to this pandemic 
outbreak.
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COMMENTARY

The existence of the humankind has been under constant threat 
by different emerging infectious disease like SARS-CoV-2 oth-
erwise known as Covid-19 which is currently a posing serious 
threat to the existence of humanity. A novel virus which was 
first discovered in the city of Wuhan, China in early December, 
2019 and has continued to gain fast and wide spread across the 
globe. This virus has been reported to be milder by incubation 
but more deadly compared to SARS-CoV 2002 and MERS-CoV 
2012 [Nature News, 2020]. As of 11th May, 2020, the number of 
globally confirmed cases and reported death presented by World 
Health Organization has risen to about 4 006 257 and 278 892 
respectively with Europe having about 43.2% and 56.1% respec-
tively therefore pegging Europe as the most affected continent of 
the world. Runner up to Europe is the Americans with 42.5% 
confirmed cases and 36.5% deaths. However, African continent 
which is referred to as the poorest has remained the least rav-
aged continent of the world with 44533 (1.1%) and 1415 (0.5%) 
confirmed and deaths respectively relative to the global spread of 

the virus (WHO COVID-2019 situation reports). Since the first 
reported case of SARS-CoV-2 in Algeria Africa on February 25th 
2020 after it had been declared a public health emergency of 
international concern, the number of cases has been increasing 
in all the African countries except in Lesotho which up till now 
has reported no case of the virus (Fig 1). So far, several African 
countries still have below 1000 cases reported, especially coun-
tries of the sub-Saharan region of the continent. Worthy of note 
are countries such as Madagascar, Rwanda, South Sudan, Mo-
zambique, Eritrea, Namibia and Central African Republic with 
no reported case of death as of 11th May, 2020 despite the rise in 
the number of confirmed cases; 169, 284, 156, 91, 39, 16 and 179 
respectively. The curiosity that may likely arise from this trend of 
SARS-CoV-2 spread in Africa is the reason the virus has chosen 
to behave differently with Africans living in African countries as 
against Africans and Non-Africans living in the other parts of the 
globe especially in the United State of America. According to the 
Bureau of Communicable Disease Surveillance System (BCDSS) 
as of April 2020, a larger parentage of Americans of African de-
scent is affected by the virus and they amount to majority of the 
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Retraction Note: 

The article entitled "Adaptive Immunity Buildup Against Malaria in Comparision to Sars-Cov-2 Fair Resistance in Sub-Saharan Africa" 
has been accepted for publication in Medicinal & Aromatic Plants Journal considering the statements provided in the article as person-
al opinion of the author which was found not having any conflict or biasness towards anything. Publisher took decision to make the 
article online solely based on the reviewer’s suggestion which considered the article not but a personal opinion of the author. However, 
it is found that the author has some personal concerns and issues, therefore, being retracted from the journal.
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