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Abstract (Word limit 600) 

Previous research has described variability in medical evaluation of suspected abuse. The objective of this 

study was to identify, through expert consensus, required and highly recommended elements of child abuse 

pediatrics (CAP) evaluation for 3 common presentations of suspected physical abuse in children aged 0 to 60 

months. Twenty-eight CAPs recruited from 2 national organizations formed the expert panel for this modified 

Delphi Process. An initial survey was developed for each presentation based on demographics, history of 

present illness, past medical, family and social history, laboratory, radiology, and consultation elements 

present in at least 10% of CAP consultations collected for a larger study. CAPs ranked each element on a 9-

point scale then reviewed and discussed summary results through a project blog over 3 rounds. Required and 

highly recommended elements were defined as elements ranked as 9 and 8, respectively, by ≥75% of experts 

after the final round. From 96 elements in the initial surveys, experts identified 30 Required elements and 37 

Highly Recommended elements for CAP evaluation of intracranial hemorrhage, 21 Required and 33 Highly 

Recommended elements for CAP evaluation of long bone fracture, and 18 Required and 16 Highly 

Recommended elements for CAP evaluation of isolated skull fracture.  
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The School of Medicine is the medical school of the University of Leeds, in the city of Leeds, West 
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Importance of Research (Word limit 200) 

To develop an initial survey regarding critical elements in the initial medical evaluation of suspected child 

physical abuse, we reviewed child abuse consultation notes submitted for the larger study. In the larger study, 

CAPs submitted completed clinical notes for physical abuse consultations selected at random from their own 

practice. Each expert deidentified his or her consultation notes and entered the original text into a secure, Web-

based interface using a standard medical format. Laboratories, radiologic studies, and subspecialty 

consultations requested by the expert on initial evaluation were indicated through a checkbox process in the 

same interface. 

References (Limit 15-20) 

 

1. US Department of Health and Human 

Services, Administration for Children and 

Families, Administration on Children, Youth 

and Families, Children’s Bureau Child 

Maltreatment 2012. Published December 17, 

2013. Available at: 

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/resource

/child-maltreatment-2012. Accessed June 4, 

2014 

2. Moles RL, Asnes AG. Has this child been 

abused? Exploring uncertainty in the 

diagnosis of maltreatment. Pediatr Clin 

North Am. 2014;61(5):1023–1036 

3. Wood JN, Hall M, Schilling S, Keren R, 

Mitra N, Rubin DM. Disparities in the 

evaluation and diagnosis of abuse among 

infants with traumatic brain injury. 

Pediatrics. 2010;126(3):408–414 

4. Flaherty EG, Perez-Rossello JM, Levine MA, 

Hennrikus WL, American Academy of 

Pediatrics Committee on Child Abuse and 

Neglect. Section on Radiology, American 

Academy of Pediatrics. Section on 

Endocrinology, American Academy of 

Pediatrics. Section on Orthopaedics, 

American Academy of Pediatrics. Society for 

Pediatric Radiology . Evaluating children 

with fractures for child physical abuse. 

Pediatrics. 2014;133(2).  

5. Anderst JD, Carpenter SL, Abshire TC, 

Section on Hematology/Oncology and 

Committee on Child Abuse and Neglect of the 

American Academy of Pediatrics . Evaluation 

for bleeding disorders in suspected child 

abuse. Pediatrics. 2013;131(4). Available 

6. Wood JN, Hall M, Schilling S, Keren R, 

Mitra N, Rubin DM. Disparities in the 

evaluation and diagnosis of abuse among 

infants with traumatic brain injury. 

Pediatrics. 2010;126(3):408–414 

7. Kellogg ND, American Academy of 

Pediatrics Committee on Child Abuse and 

Neglect . Evaluation of suspected child 

physical abuse. Pediatrics. 

2007;119(6):1232–1241 

8. Lane WG, Rubin DM, Monteith R, Christian 

CW. Racial differences in the evaluation of 

pediatric fractures for physical abuse. JAMA. 

2002;288(13):1603–1609 

9. Leventhal JM, Gaither JR. Incidence of 

serious injuries due to physical abuse in the 

United States: 1997 to 2009. Pediatrics. 

2012;130(5) 

10. Christian CW, Block R, Committee on Child 

Abuse and Neglect. American Academy of 

Pediatrics . Abusive head trauma in infants 

and children. Pediatrics. 2009;123(5):1409–

1411 

https://www.longdom.org/clinical-pediatrics/archive.html
https://www.longdom.org/clinical-pediatrics/archive.html
https://www.longdom.org/clinical-pediatrics/archive.html
https://www.longdom.org/clinical-pediatrics/archive.html
https://www.longdom.org/clinical-pediatrics/archive.html
https://www.longdom.org/clinical-pediatrics/archive.html
https://www.longdom.org/clinical-pediatrics/archive.html
https://www.longdom.org/clinical-pediatrics/archive.html
https://www.longdom.org/clinical-pediatrics/archive.html
https://www.longdom.org/clinical-pediatrics/archive.html
https://www.longdom.org/clinical-pediatrics/archive.html
https://www.longdom.org/clinical-pediatrics.html
https://www.longdom.org/clinical-pediatrics.html
https://www.longdom.org/clinical-pediatrics.html
https://www.longdom.org/clinical-pediatrics.html

