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Food safety concerns in Africa remain a top agenda. This in
part is due to certain policy failures and to a large degree it
is a result of poor technologies, weak programme designs and
implementation. However, recently there has been a positive
outlook for policy reviews, innovation, and building capacities
for practitioners. Foodborne illnesses, from E. coli to listeria,
threaten lives and everyone — consumers, companies and
governments. And Africa is not spared. The cost of unsafe
food is high. There are environmental and social costs to food
production too. An estimated 600 million people, almost 1 in
10 people inthe world, fallill as a result of eating contaminated
food and 420,000 die every year. In 2004, 160 countries voted
at the United Nations to make food — safe food — a human
right rather than a commodity, but risks to safety continue
with many challenges putting strains on supply chains.

The Africa Union and AUDA-NEPAD support countries to
establish harmonised standards, regulations and legislations
and to adopt food safety and quality management frameworks
that effectively combat food safety hazards. A recent initiative
is the coming into force of the Agreement Establishing the
African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA). Food safety
is an essential component of sustainable development and
contributes to improved public health, poverty reduction,
increased food security and environmental protection. Poor

food safety systems are responsible for foodborne diseases,
which are an important cause of morbidity and mortality,
and a significant impediment to socioeconomic development
worldwide. Food safety and quality standards governing the
food production and manufacturing sectors require further
investments from the public and private sector.
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