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Digital pathology as a resource for surgical pathology

Right now, a wave of powerful digital pathology technologies poised to disrupt the field of pathology. As a surgical 
pathologist, you should not feel threatened by these changes. It will elevate the role of the pathologist to take more 

strategic decisions based on data, output and input parameters. The advantages of applying digital technologies are 
many: Saving time with well-structured digital workflow technologies; Working closely and more efficiently with remote 
colleagues or peers; Getting more work done by implementing; Augmented pathology based on image analysis (IA) or 
artificial intelligence (AI) to enhance and assist interpretation; AI and deep learning-based algorithms for counting or 
interpretation; Machine learning for improved accuracy; Ensuring work is performed in concordance with the latest 
standards; Cost-optimizing as has been demonstrated in several studies lately. However implementing it may appear 
overwhelming and cost adding. Existing scanner capabilities and software applications have improved tremendously in 
speed over the past years. Storage has become cheaper. For the future, it is predicted that AI will be the most disruptive 
class of technologies in the world over the next 10 years due to radical computational power. The challenge is to predict 
which are of the future pathology applications are worth implementing? The good news is that a full digitalization of 
workflow is not necessary to obtain the first benefits of digital pathology. A simple IMS is the key. Be aware it must be able 
to connect to the latest and greatest future applications. That will put you in the driver’s seat deciding when relevant to take 
the next step of the digital journey. This presentation will provide an overview of the market and a discussion of where it 
is heading along with suggestions for how to best approach implementation challenges. 
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