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linical pharmacists, as members of multidisciplinary clinical teams, play a pivotal role within different specialties in

UK hospitals and primary care setting. Their role extends from routine review of prescriptions, medicines information,
formulary applications and drug history-taking through medicines reconciliation, assisting prescribers in prescribing
decisions, optimizing drug therapy and Therapeutic Drug Monitoring (TDM), to facilitating patient discharge from hospitals
and counselling patients on their medication prior to discharge. Recently a new role for appropriately qualified pharmacists
has emerged where they can prescribe any medicine independently within their competency. This interesting development is
expected to bring added benefits to interdisciplinary care teams, which will be illustrated through a real example during the
presentation. The main aim of the independent prescribers’ pharmacists are to improve patients’ access to medication as well
as patient’s care without compromising safety and also enables a better use of healthcare professional skills and contribute
to flexible team working within primary and secondary care services. This extended role could be applied in hospitals in the
Middle East with positive impact on patient’s care.
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