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The author describes the purpose in the European Union of the rules on the materials in contact with food with particular 
regard to the law on plastics. He describes the main rules on regulated plastics (not all the national rules on plastics have been 

harmonized) and the reasons for these choices mentioning among other things, the development of GMP and rules on the control 
of European law.
Later he develops briefly some recent standards on:

1. “Active and Intelligent Packaging"
2. “Recycled plastics”
3. “Nano substances” 

The author mentions also the content of various documents currently under preparation at European Commission which 
intend to assist the national governments and industry for a correct application of European legislation on plastics

Finally the author remarks also the absence of a European law on various materials such as paper, inks, adhesives, metals, 
rubber etc.) and indicates the approach to be followed in such situation by industry to export in Europe.
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