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Medical importance of honeybee products has been take the interest of medical and biologist scientists. The history of apitherapy 
extends back to ancient Egypt, China and Greece. Apitherapy (the term comes from the Latin apis which means “bee”), or 

bee therapy, is the use of honeybee venom for therapeutic purposes. The healing property of honey is due to the fact that it offers 
antibacterial activity. The antimicrobial activity in most honeys is due to the enzymatic production of hydrogen peroxide. Researchers 
have been interested in the investigation of isolated compounds responsible for honey action; since honey-containing products have 
been marketed and humans have used honey for different purposes. The efficacy of honey in different protocols in vitro and in vivo 
suggests its therapeutic identification and characterization of the active principle(s) may provide valuable information on the quality 
and possible therapeutic potential of honeys (against several health disorders of humans), and hence we discussed the medicinal 
property of honey with emphasis on their antibacterial activities. The goal of this review is to discuss the potential of honey for the 
development of new drugs, by comparing data from the literature that suggest candidate areas for the establishment of drugs due to 
bactericidal activity against antibiotic-resistant bacteria causing several life-threatening infections to humans.
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