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Marketing channels and margins of tropical leafy vegetable in south eastern Nigeria

lkechi Agbugba and Ajuruchukwu Obi
University of Fort Hare, South Africa

his study was carried out with three purposes. The first purpose included a description of socio-economic features of

tropical leafy vegetable marketers in the study area; the second described the marketing channel; and the third determined
their marketing margin. Multi-stage sampling method was adopted for the study. In the first stage, three states were
randomly selected from the Southeastern states. In the second stage, two agricultural zones were selected from the already
chosen Southeastern states. In the third stage, two markets were randomly selected from a list of major markets from the
two agricultural zones previously selected. This gave a total number of twelve markets. In the fourth stage, 10 tropical leaty
vegetable marketers comprising 5 wholesalers and 5 retailers were randomly selected from each of the markets. In all, a total
of 38 marketers each were randomly selected from Abia, Enugu and Imo states giving a total sample size of 114 respondents
for the study. According to the first purpose of this study, which included a description of socio-economic features of vegetable
marketers, eight marketing channels were identified, and the marketing margin analyses showed a higher percentage (79%)
for the marketers.
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