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For the first time in the history, life on Earth has crossed a unique technological threshold enabling self-guided survival.  Humanity, 
bound to an ever-shrinking Earth, needs a resolute, rigorous, and inspirational goal that will bind consciousness, ideals, and 

nations by putting humanity on a positive path for the future.  Life has existed on Earth for eons for the simple reason that it has 
diversified into every niche possible.  From a human perspective the Earth acts as single interconnected ecosystem that is ever 
threatened by both natural events and human behavior, and which, in the extreme portends our extinction.  Given our tenuous 
understanding and control over the environment as well as our own behaviors and ever-increasing chances of social collapse, now 
is the time for humanity to think beyond its short term wants by enacting immediate off-world diversification and self- preservation 
efforts.  Mars, for many reasons, is the most tenable and sustainable location in which to initiate such permanent diversification.  
Scientific curiosity alone will not initiate nor drive such off-world settlement and concerted public support for such an endeavor 
is shown to be constrained by human nature and attention- span.  Lastly, the initial act of settlement uniquely serves as humanities 
greatest globally inspiring self-initiated endeavor, with tangible benefits capable of inspiring generations, connecting cultures and 
motivating and inspiring education in science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) in a manner similar to the dawn of human 
space exploration.
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