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Space research at AFOSR

International cooperation in space research and in space education is the source of opportunities that are of mutual benefit 
internationally. We describe opportunities for the United States military to promote international cooperation in research 

and to cooperatively offer graduate space education to overseas partner nations. The mission of the International Office of the 
Air Force Office of Scientific Research (AFOSR) includes bridging and building mutually beneficial relationships between 
scientists overseas and scientists in the United States that will result in the acceleration of S&T achievement. Program officers 
at AFOSR discover, shape, and champion basic science that profoundly impacts the future US Air Force. In doing so, they 
also impact civilian science. International program officers have the additional responsibility of acting as liaison officers 
for all programs of the Air Force Research Laboratory to the international science community. Space technology research 
seeks new concepts for space instrumentation. Research related to space situational awareness seeks better understanding of 
astrodynamics and of the observation and tracking of space objects. Space weather research is focused on the understanding 
of the space environment with a goal to enable and extend operational forecasting. The AFOSR and the Air Force Institute of 
Technology (AFIT) have teamed to sponsor newly developed space education programs offered by faculty from the United 
States Naval Postgraduate School’s Graduate School of Engineering and Applied Science and AFIT’s School of Strategic 
Force Studies. An initial “Introductory Space” course has been taught in Santiago, Chile; while both Columbia and Brazil have 
expressed interest to be the next participants. The introductory course allows the students to ascertain their readiness to study 
at the graduate-level. Success at the introductory course permits the students to proceed into a graduate certificate, followed 
by a master’s degree using distance learning technologies.
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