Jacqueline S Gray, J Gerontol Geriat Res 2014, 3:4

@
nl Ilc s Y; http://dx.doi.org/10.4172/2167-7182.51.002

Conferences

Accelerating Scientific Discovery

International Conference on

Geriatrics & Gerontology

July 08-10, 2014 DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Chicago-North Shore Conference Center, USA

Disrespect: Elder abuse in Indian country
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he culture in Indian country passed down through generations is to value, respect, and honor elders for they are the teachers

of our people. However, there seems to be more and more reports of elder abuse of various types throughout Indian
country. Increasing incidents related to physical, emotional/psychological, sexual abuse, neglect, and financial exploitation are
becoming common place. The purpose of this presentation is to outline the various types of elder abuse and how it is viewed
within Indian country. Comparisons will be made between legal definitions of various types of elder abuse, definitions by
tribal courts and judges, and definitions by tribal elders themselves. The aspect of spiritual abuse will be discussed and the
need for spiritual abuse as a legal type of abuse. Issues such as not wanting to involve law enforcement or the courts, cross
jurisdictional issues, and lack of tribal codes addressing elder abuse are important factors. Elder abuse is a major problem in
Indian country. Legal and punitive approaches to elder abuse are not working. There are major differences in legal definitions
versus interpretation by tribal judges and courts versus the interpretation by indigenous elders. These differences indicate a
great need for awareness programs and research to address the incidence and issues related to elder abuse in Indian country.
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