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The geriatric population is exploding as is its use of pharmaceuticals. Complications related to polypharmacy are estimated 
to impact 40% of the geriatric population and although the geriatric population only makes up 15% of the population in 

the US, they utilize 25-30% of all prescribed medicationsand 40% of over-the-counter medications. Since polypharmacy is an 
important safety issue impacting the geriatric population, it is essential that all clinicians recognize and prevent its consequences.
This presentation will focus on the factors that result in polypharmacy, the importance of simplifying medication regimens, 
and the need for rapid recognition and intervention when adverse events and drug reactions occur in the geriatric patient.
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