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Standardisation of herbal drugs
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Herbal formulations have reached extensive acceptability as therapeutic agents for several diseases. The development of
authentic analytical methods which can reliably profile the phytochemical composition, including quantitative analyses of
marker/bioactive compounds and other major constituents, is a major challenge to scientists. Standardization is an important
step for the establishment of a consistent biological activity, a consistent chemical profile, or simply a quality assurance program
for production and manufacturing of herbal drugs. WHO specific guidelines for the assessment of the safety, efficacy and quality
of herbal medicines as a prerequisite for global harmonization are of utmost importance. Quality evaluation of herbal preparation
is a fundamental requirement of industry and other organization dealing with ayurvedic and herbal products. Standardization
is a system that ensures a predefined amount of quantity, quality & therapeutic effect ofingredients in each dosel2 . Herbal
product cannot be considered scientifically valid if the drug tested has not been authenticated and characterized in order to
ensure reproducibility in the manufacturing of the product. Moreover, many dangerous and lethal side effects have recently been
reported, including direct toxic effects, allergic reactions, effects from contaminants, and interactions with herbal drugs.
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