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Translational medicine was invented about a decade ago both as a catchword and as a novel approach to improve success in drug 
development and ameliorate the low-output syndrome from collapsing pipelines. Yet, no robust structures such as toolboxes, 

algorithms, reproducible standards and procedures and assessment tools were developed and/or implemented. Translational medicine 
is one of the clues to survival of biomedical research, but it definitely has to be filled with scientific and operational substance. By 
optimizing translational processes from preclinical to clinical stages; this new scientific discipline aims at increasing the yield of 
biomedical research ultimately leading to improved patient care. One important dimension of this novel science of translational 
medicine is certainly the assessment of the translational potential of an innovative project. The assessment of translatability as a whole 
appears as a new challenge to biomedical research as innovation is costing a very high prize due to late attrition of projects, mainly 
at the clinical stage. The score gives an estimate of the translatability of an early drug project, and may be adapted to early clinical 
development as well. In this score several factors including evidence from animal models, humans, biomarker validation, pharmaco-
genomics and other areas are assessed to estimate the translatability of an early drug project.
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