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Are Saudi people enough aware on the importance of stem cell transplantation and donation?
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Background: Stem cell transplantation procedure is considered nowadays an important lifesaving therapy for variety of 
fatal blood diseases. One of the main challenging facing stem cells transplantation therapies is to find a perfect match; that 
make many national and international Organizations to work among the people to satisfy the required need of stem cell 
transplantation. The purpose of this study was to assess the knowledge and to identify attitudes and perceptions regarding stem 
cell donation among Saudi population.
Method: Self-administered questionnaire used with domains on socio-economic, knowledge, and perceptions on stem cell 
donation. Random selection of the 5 top malls located in Riyadh where sample was equally selected.
Result: Findings of this study showed that the knowledge of the people is not enough (46.4%) regarding the stem cell and 
transplantation. There is a positive relation between the level of education and participant’s knowledge regarding stem cell 
donation. The study found that 51.6% of male and 48.4% female participants were willing to donate and the most common 
reason for not donating stem cell was the lack of information about the stem cell and the value of donation.
Conclusion: There is poor knowledge about stem cell donation which urges an importance of the need of marketing on the 
right knowledge and toward the donation of the stem cells and so more resources should be allocated for public education.
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Burkitt lymphoma in children: A case report
Saliha Chbicheb, Narjiss Akerzoul and Wafaa El Wady
Mohammed V University, Morocco

Burkitt’s lymphoma is rare forms of malignant non-Hodgkin lymphoma mature B-cells. Indeed, two incidence peaks exist: 
The first is in childhood/adolescence/early adulthood and the second after 40 years. Male individuals are preferentially 

affected. Patients infected with the HIV virus and that the antiviral therapy is not optimal are particularly susceptible to 
developing Burkitt's lymphoma. Two forms exist: One is called "endemic" (sub tropical Africa) and linked to the Epstein Barr 
Virus (EBV). Diagnosis is based on biopsy of a mass or puncture of an effusion or bone marrow revealing the presence of tumor 
cells. The staging is performed using imaging (mainly ultrasound and scanner). Differential diagnosis includes other forms of 
child abdominal tumors (such as Wilms' tumor and neuroblastoma. The management should be done in a specialized center in 
oncology/hematology. The treatment is based on chemotherapy which is some months but intensive. Our clinical observation 
reports the case of a girl aged 13 who presented with severe oral manifestations budding Burkitt lymphoma having evolved 
after 2 years of treatment.
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