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hild Abuse Investigations by the national Child Protective Service (CPS) in
Singapore have tripled over 9 years, from 272 cases in 2009 to 894 cases in

2017. This likely reflects better reporting and increased allocation of resources to
tackle child abuse.

Observed trends in KKH (Singapore’s largest paediatric hospital) and nationally
have guided strategies for multi-pronged, multi-agency approaches to manage
child abuse. 1917 cases of alleged physical child abuse presented to the Children’s
Emergency of KKH in the 4 years up to 2015. In 1238 cases (65%), the alleged
perpetrator was a parent of the child; in 117 cases (6%), she was an employed
domestic help. 928 cases (48%) involved children whose parents were divorced
or separated. Cane marks were the commonest physical injury found (in 21% of
cases).

Child sexual abuse cases as a proportion of all CPS child abuse investigations
has increased, from 15% in 2014 to 20% (181/894 cases) in 2017. In addition,
KKH manages over 100 non-CPS cases a year of consensual sex with persons
under 16 years old, which is a criminal offence. A worrying trend is the increasing
involvement of digital images, video recordings and “sexting” in such cases.

KKH has a multidisciplinary Suspected Child Abuse and Neglect (SCAN) Team
to help victims and their families. Interim Placement and Assessment Centres
(IPACs) set up by CPS have reduced the need for hospital admissions. We are
piloting joint interviews of victims by Police, CPS and SCAN paediatricians, to
avoid repeat interviews by different agencies.
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