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Cancer incidence in coal combustion waste landfill workers

Coal-fired power plants in the US are one of the largest toxic polluters in the country. Producing electricity from coal not 
only releases pollutants into the surrounding environment, it also produces wastes that are typically disposed of at a nearby 

landfill or settling pond. Studies show both the characteristics and ingredients in this toxic waste and how the individualistic 
ingredients act on the body, specifically as cancer initiators and promoters. The objective of our research was to examine a 
population of landfill workers (and family) while reviewing the relevant literature on exposure to coal waste and its ingredients. 
The results indicate an extraordinary amount of cancers in a small population and in accordance with the literature, it can be 
concluded that the coal waste exposure significantly increases the risk for developing cancer.
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