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Relationship between the level of perceived self-efficacy of children with learning disability and their 
mother’s perception about the efficacy of their child and children’s academic achievement
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The present study aimed at studying the level of perceived self-efficacy of children with learning disability and their mother’s 
perception about the efficacy of the child and the relationship between the two. The study further aimed at finding out the 

relationship between the level of perceived self-efficacy of children with learning disability and their academic achievement 
and their mother’s perception about the efficacy of the child and child’s academic achievement. The sample comprised of 
80 respondents (40 children with learning disability and their mothers). Children with learning disability as their primary 
condition, belonging to middle or upper middle class, living with both the parents, residing in Mumbai and their mothers were 
selected. Purposive or judgmental and snowball sampling technique was used to select the sample for the present study. Pro 
forma in the form of questionnaires were used to obtain the background information of the children with learning disability 
and their mother’s. A self-constructed mother’s perceived efficacy of their child assessment scale was used to measure mothers 
perceived level of efficacy of their child with learning disability. Self-constructed child’s perceived self-efficacy assessment scale 
was used to measure the level of child’s perceived self-efficacy. Academic scores of the child were collected from the child’s 
parents or teachers and were converted into percentage. The data was analyzed quantitatively using frequencies, mean and 
standard deviation. Correlations were computed to ascertain the relationships between the different variables. The findings 
revealed that majority of the mother’s perceived efficacy about their child with learning disability was above average as well as 
majority of the children with learning disability also perceived themselves as having above average level of self-efficacy. Further 
in the domains of self-regulated learning and emotional self-efficacy majority of the mothers perceived their child as having 
average or below average efficacy, 50% of the children also perceived their self-efficacy in the two domains at average or below 
average level. A significant (r=0.322, p<0.05) weak correlation (Spearman’s rho) was found between mother’s perceived efficacy 
about their child and child’s perceived self-efficacy and a significant (r=0.377, p<0.01) weak correlation (Pearson correlation) 
was also found between mother’s perceived efficacy about their child and child’s academic achievement. Significant weak 
positive correlation was found between child’s perceived self-efficacy and academic achievement (r=0.332, p<0.05). Based on 
the findings, the study discussed the need for intervention program for children in non-academic skills like self-regulation and 
emotional competence.
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