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he world Health Organization estimates that up to 80% of all diseases in the world are caused by inadequate sanitation,

polluted water or unavailability of water. In Ethiopia over 60% of the communicable diseases are due to poor environmental
health conditions arising from unsafe and inadequate water supply and poor hygienic and sanitary practices. Literature review
was conducted with focus on coverage and trends in safe water supply and sanitation status in Ethiopia. Pub med and WHO
publications search using key words: safe water supply, Sanitation, and Ethiopia was done. National library catalogues and
ministry of health reports on safe water supply, and Sanitation were reviewed. As of 2010, rural population access to drinking
water is 61.5% and for urban population it is 88.6% with urban to rural discrepancy of 27.1%. The overall national access to safe
drinking water for the same time period is 66.2%. The WHO/UNICEF joint monitoring program (JMP) data however, indicate
the national coverage to be only 36% for same period. The review indicated that Pit latrine use increased to 64% in 2011from
12% in 1996 while open field use decreased to 34% from 84%. Current trends show improved coverage of both safe water supply
and sanitation. This is attributable to the health extension program which is an innovative approach that links community health
workers and individual families for safe water use and improved sanitary practices.
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