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The Middle East and North Africa region, commonly known as MENA, is nowadays the space for geopolitical conflicts 
and wars. Despite this fact, the MENA region proved most resistant to the recent economic crisis, especially in the rare 

disorders domain, continuously presenting a relatively steady market growth. Such situation makes of MENA a high potential 
space for investments in Orphan Drug development. But what makes MENA of particular interest for the development of 
Orphan Drugs? And what did many governments in the MENA region, which indirectly boosted this potential higher than 
ever? MENA is a unique region presenting a high consanguinity rate. Knowing that most rare disorders are recessive and that 
the incidence of recessive disorders correlates with the level of consanguinity, MENA became a mine for patient recruitment 
and Orphan Drugs clinical development. Moreover, the global awareness around rare disorders drove the governments in the 
region to put in place national screening programs over the past ten years. Solid from 16 years’ experience in the Rare Disorders 
Business in MENA and witness of the regional metamorphosis over time, our presentation will illustrate the business rationale 
dividing MENA target territories into six clusters, reporting regional consanguinity rates and detailing the principal screening 
programs put in place in the region. Thus, this presentation is intended an open window for rare disorder drug developers to 
Market Access the MENA region from its different angles being clinical, business, or both.
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