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Although traditionally classified as cells of the innate system, recent studies have shown the NK cells generate antigen-
specific memory during viral infection or vaccination, and protect against subsequent viral infections. We recently 

discovered that CD94-NKG2E, another NK cell activating receptor, recognize ectromelia virus infected cells in the context of 
the non-classical MHC class I molecule Qa-1b. We want to detect anti-ECTV specific NK cell memory during viral infection. 
In the long term, we also want to explore the molecular and cellular mechanisms involved in the generation and maintenance 
of NK cell memory, relevant to development of vaccination strategies.
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