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The cardiac abnormality most commonly seen among HIV-infected children is dilated cardiomyopathy. Mild depression of 
left ventricle (LV) and LV mass were risk factors for death, independent of age, duration of illness, CD4 count, HIV-1 viral 

load, neurologic disease or malnutrition. Subclinical cardiac abnormalities develop early in HIV-infected children, even among 
those with asymptomatic HIV disease and those who are asymptomatic for cardiac dysfunction. In a research conducted at our 
Institution, among 94 patients, fifty (54.3%, 95% CI, 44.1% to 64.5%) children showed diastolic dysfunction. Left ventricular 
dysfunction occurred in 38.7% (95%CI, 28.8% to 48.6%) of the children, and the prevailing dysfunction type was decreased 
myocardial compliance. Right ventricular dysfunction was apparent in 29.4% (95%CI, 20.1% to 38.7%) of the children, and 
on this side, the abnormal relaxation type was most prevalent. Simultaneous biventricular dysfunction occurred in 14.1% 
(95%CI, 7.0% to 21.2%) of children. Ventricular dysfunction was not associated with the immunological status of the children. 
So, cardiac diastolic dysfunction occurs in children with selected characteristics and is not associated with immunological 
status. The myocardial compliance impairment was the most common dysfunction occurring on the left side, and abnormal 
relaxation was the most common dysfunction occurring on the right side. 
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