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New generation coronary stents: The advantages and its limitations
Ramesh Singh Veriah
University Malaya Medical Centre, Malaysia

Coronary stenting or Percutaneous Coronary Intervention (PCI) is the mainstay of treatment for stenosed coronary arteries. 
Significant changes have been added to the coronary stent with drug-eluting stents (DES) favoured over bare metal stents. 

However, the initial DES was still not free of problems. Newer generations stents are more trackable and conformable to the 
vessel wall. These stents are also less thrombogenic hence reducing the stent thrombosis rates significantly. However, these stents 
have certain limitations among which include stent shortening. This can be overcome with proper and careful stent deployment 
emphasizing on good operator technique. Future stents will also see involvement of bifurcating stents and absorbable stents with 
certain stents already using a biodegradable polymer coating.
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