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Acute aortic syndromes: What do we know?

Acute aortic dissection is a catastrophic event and has become increasingly recognized as forming part of a spectrum of 
‘acute aortic syndromes ‘which include Intra-Mural Hematoma (IMH) and penetrating atherosclerotic ulcer. Conventional 

classifications of acute aortic dissection have focused on involvement or not of the ascending aorta in an attempt to differentiate 
those patients who may require emergency surgery (ascending aorta involved, type ‘A’) from those in whom surgery would only 
be required under specific circumstances (ascending aorta spared, type B).Traditionally, IMH of the aorta has been classified 
and treated in a similar way. It has become increasingly recognized that a sub-category of dissection, with retrograde dissection 
from the descending to ascending aorta is more common than previously thought and may require a different treatment 
strategy than currently accepted for ascending aortic involvement. This presentation will cover controversies in determining the 
etiology of components of the ‘acute aortic syndromes and suggest traditional approaches need to be modified in light of a better 
understanding of pathophysiology and the emergence of endovascular treatments.
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