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Current perspective of chronic heart block and pacemaker implantation in India

Chronic AV block is a common problem in India, posing a high economic burden as most require permanent pacemaker 
implantation. Chronic AV Block shows significant geographical variation in its prevalence, where Eastern India bears the 

brunt of the disease, almost 90% permanent pacemaker implantation being done in West Bengal today. Our objective of the 
study was evaluation of etiological aspect of heart block, technical details of permanent pacemaker as refinement, simplification 
and improvement in pacemaker technologies, programmability, changing indication of pacemaker implantation. Prevalence 
of chronic AV block is 2.47% per year with West Bengal tops the list with almost more than 70% prevalence, Assam with 10%, 
Bihar with 12.8%, Orissa 5% and Tripura with 2% prevalence. We also have studied frequency of pacemaker implantation, 
replacement, pacing models, follow up methods, character and frequency of complications, types of pacemaker. In evaluation 
of etiologies, - Coronary artery disease, hypertensive heart disease, cardiomyopathies, valvular heart disease, congenital heart 
disease, degenerative heart disease, are in the list. We also evaluated the issue of indigenous pacemaker, reuse of pacemaker, 
cleaning and sterilization procedure.
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