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Bleeding following cardiopulmonary bypass remains a problem even though it is more than 50 years since this procedure was 
introduced. Over this time the primary cause of the bleeding has changed as surgical techniques and circuits have improved, 

pharmacological support has become superior and the current trend of increased use of antiplatelet therapy up to the point of 
surgery. I will discuss the current state of play with regards to all of the above including the use of point of care monitoring of the 
bleeding patient and available treatment options.
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