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Brucellosis is a zoonotic disease caused by Brucella species. It is a worldwide problem, with significant public health and economic
implications. The causative agent, a Gram-negative, facultative, intercellular bacterial pathogen, can cause serious infections in
people and animals. The main Brucella species found in people of Dhofar Governorate, Sultanate of Oman as well as in the Middle
East is Brucella melitensis and to lesser extent B. abortus. This zoonosis is easily transmitted from animals to humans by milk and
milk products. In Oman, the epidemiological evidence indicated that at least 90% of human Brucella infections can be attributed to
direct contact with infected livestock and to the consumption of contaminated raw milk and raw milk products. The objective of the
study is to examine the sero-epidemiology of brucellosis in human beings and domestic animals, to isolate the causative agent from
patients and milk products and then to put plans and means in which this disease might be prevented and controlled. Published
data on human brucellosis in Dhofar Governorate indicated infection rate of 100 to 375 patients per year. During the year 2015,
the Department of Communicable Diseases Surveillance & Control at Dhofar Governorate reported 343 clinical human cases of
brucellosis at 8 Provinces of Dhofar Governorate. Among the 343 people, 21.5% of the patients in the age group of 2-10 years old,
50.1% are in the age group of 11-30 years old, 25% are in the age group of 31-50 years old and 3.4% are in the age group of 51 years old
and over. All with the clinical signs of brucellosis have been referred to the hospitals for treatment. In addition to that other patients
who are receiving treatment in private medical centers are not accounted in the report. Serological testing of animals at Dhofar
Governorate indicates an incidence of 21%, 15% and 11% of brucellosis in goats, sheep and camels respectively.
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