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A rare and unusual case of DLK after surface ablation
Hassan Aboumerhi
Northeast Ohio Medical University, USA

Diffuse lamellar keratitis (DLK) is a well-known and feared inflammatory complication after laser assisted in-situ 
keratomileusis (LASIK). In the first week after LASIK surgery, neutrophils may infiltrate the potential space between 

the flap and stromal bed, resulting in reduced visual acuity, irregular astigmatism, and potential corneal melt. Early treatment 
can prevent devastating complications and result in an excellent outcome. Photorefractive keratectomy (PRK), however, has 
not been described to develop DLK. More recently, PRK has been used to retreat previous LASIK patients. In this case, a 65 
year-old white female with a remote surgical history of bilateral LASIK underwent retreatment of her right eye status post 
cataract extraction. Thirteen years after her primary LASIK procedure, this patient developed florid DLK within 4 days of her 
procedure. This case report presents an unusual occurrence of DLK years after LASIK surgery and stresses the importance of 
early vigilant inspection of the stromal space in previous LASIK patients undergoing retreatment with any surface ablation.
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