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Pediatric cataracts: Combined clear corneal and pars plicata approach
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Cataracts in childhood not only reduce vision but also interfere with normal visual development. The management is far more
complex than in adults. The timing of surgery, the surgical technique, the choice of the aphakic correction and the amblyopia
management are of utmost importance in achieving good and long-lasting results. Two main approaches exist for the removal of
cataracts in children: The pars plana (plicata) approach and the clear corneal (limbal) approach. Both techniques have advantages
and disadvantages. The pars plana (plicata) approach indicated mainly for neonates/infants less than 2 years of age. Particularly
for those who have bilateral congenital cataracts for whom immediate IOL implantation is not intended. In clear corneal approach
various techniques have been described for anterior capsulotomy, lens extraction, posterior capsulectomy and anterior vitrectomy;
particularly for which immediate IOL implantation is intended. What if we use both techniques simultaneously and re-uniform a
technique excluding most of the disadvantages and including most the advantages of both techniques? In this lecture possibility of
this re-uniformed technique will be discussed.
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