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As our society becomes more desensitized to violence through exposure to video games, news programs, and even on the 
streets of our cities we can easily overlook the evidence of this violence in our patients. Even emergency departments and 

family practice/primary care physicians often do not examine closely the most frequent site of domestic violence, the face and 
head, while fractures and hemorrhages in the trunk and extremities receive attention. Physicians who diagnose and treat the 
orbital contents and the adnexiae must be careful not to repeat their mistakes, as we may be the victim’s only hope for rescue. 
We would not ignore signs of diabetic retinopathy, too often we do not examine our patients for signs of domestic violence. 
To ignore either one can be deadly for our patients. For this reason, some of the signs all of us see in our clinical settings and 
related issues will be discussed in this lecture.
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